City of Garden Grove
WEEKLY CITY MANAGER’'S MEMO
August 27, 2015

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council FROM: Scott Stiles, City Manager
Members

I. PRIORITY AND COUNCIL AGENDA ISSUES
None.
II. DEPARTMENT ITEMS

A. INVESTMENT REPORT
Kingsley Okereke provides the July, 2015 Investment Report.

B. DRAFT COPY OF THE COMMUNICATION STRATEGY
A draft copy of the City’s Communication Strategy is attached for your
review. Once finalized, it will be discussed at an upcoming Study
Session.

C. 2006 SEWER CERTIFICATES OF PARTICIPATION MOODY’'S AA3 RATING
AFFIRMED
Kingsley Okereke informs you of the outcome of the credit ratings
review of the Sewer Revenue Certificates of Participation Series 2006
conducted by Moody’s Investors Service in August, 2015.

e OTHER ITEMS

— NEWSPAPER ARTICLES
Copies of the local newspaper articles are attached for your information_

— MISCELLANEQUS ITEMS
Items of interest are included,

e

SCOTT C. STILES
City Manager




Attachment II.A.
Mars. Memo 8/20/15

City of Garden Grove

INTER-DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM

To: Scott Stiles From: Kingsley Okereke
Dept: City Manager Dept: Finance
Subject:  INVESTMENT REPORT Date: AUGUST 24, 2015

FOR JULY 2015

Enclosed is the July 2015 Investment Report which shows the financial institutions,
types of investment instruments, monthly transactions, current month interest
received, and the par and fair market value of investments held. The month-end
cash in the bank and petty cash balances are also listed on the Cash and
Investment Report.  The pie chart reflects the investment instruments as a
percentage of the total portfolio.

This investment portfolio meets State guidelines and adheres to the City investment
policy. As of July 2015, the City invested 19.176% of its total portfolio in treasury
securities and 56.765% in federally backed securities. 19.467% of the portfolio or
$39.593 million is invested in the Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF} managed
by the California State Treasurer. A portion of the investment portfolio is restricted
as they are funds held and invested by an outside fiscal agent. The restrictions were
set forth in the related bond indentures. As of July 2015, 4.592% of the portfolio is
restricted. Please see chart on attachment A.

In summary, the investment portfolio is secured and the City has the necessary
cash to pay its bills for six months in a timeily manner.

Please call mesat extension #5060 if you have any questions.

[

\21\\'& wf/ﬁ%‘%“

KINGSLEY OKEREKE
Assistant City Manager/Finance Director

KO/EC/HW

Attachments
cc: Monica Neely



ATTACHMENT A

INVESTMENT SUMMARY
July 2015
TYPE OF INVESTMENT / FIN INSTITUTION END. INV % OF INV.
U.S. TREASURY 3 39,000,000 19.176%
FED HOME LOAN BANKS 39,450,000 18.357%
FED FARM CREDIT BANKS 30,000,000 14.751%
FED NAT MORT ASSOC 46,000,000 22.618%
LAIF 39,563,192 19.467%
RESTRICTED INVESTMENTS 9,338,798 4.592%
TOTAL OF INVESTMENTS 3 203,381,989 100.000%
RESTRICTED
INVESTMENTS U.S. TREASURY
4.59% 18.18%

LAIF
19.47%

FED HOME LOAN
BANKS
19.40%

FED NAT MORT ASSOC
22.62%

BANKS
14.75%

P:AMonth End ClosellinvestmenfiMonthly Investment Report2016\2016 Charixls Jui 15 8/24/2015



WEIGHTED AVERAGE MATURITIES
July 2015

TREASURY
U S TREASURY 2250 * 3,000,000 02128/16 213 1.54605% 3.293
U S TREASURY 0.250 - 2,000,600 0815115 45 1.03070% 0.474
U 8 TREASURY 1.500 - 4.000,600 06/30116 335 2.06140% 6.806
U S TREASURY 1.500 * 3.000,0CG0 0713118 368 1.54805% 5.659
{J § TREASURY 1.000 M 6,000,000 08/3118 357 3.08210% 12.276
U S TREASURY 1.000 - 6,000,000 1031118 458 308210% 14,162
L} § TREASURY 1.375 * 3,000,000 06/30/18 1,065 1.54605% 16.485
U S TREASURY 1.500 * 3,000,000 0831118 1,127 1.54605% 17.424]
1 § TREASURY 1.250 * 3,000,000 10/3118 1,188 1.54605% 18.367]
U 5 TREASURY 1.375 * 3,000,000 0713118 1,086 1.54805% 16.945
U 8 TREASURY 1.625 * 3,000,000 03431118 1,339 1.54605% 20.702]
CITY
FHLE 1.360 > 4,000,000 09/06/16 403 2.06140% 8.307
FHLE 1.625 * 1,000,000 09128115 58 0.51535% 0.304
FHLE 1.630 - 2,450,000 0820115 20 1.26261% 0.253
FHLB 2125 * 2,000,000 05106 315 1.03C070% 3.247
FHLB 1.300 * £,000,000 11/30/16 488 3.08210% 15.089
FHLE 1.000 = 2,000,000 06108117 €78 1.54605% 10.488
FHLE 1.125 * 3,000,000 Ovi2817 72E 1.54605% 11.255
FHLB 2.250 * 3,000,000 09/08/47 770 1.54605% 11.805
FHLB 0.875 M 3,000,000 03/10/47 5BB 1.54605% 9.091
FHLB 1.500 = 3,000,000 D3/13/192 1,321 1.54605% 20423
FHLB 2.000 * 3,000,000 081318 1,505 1.54605% 23,258
FHLB 1.625 - 2,000,000 08114189 1,414 1.54605% 21.861%
FHLB 1.750 > 2,000,000 0612520 1,778 1,54605% 27 439
FFCB 1.500 * 2,000,000 11/116/15! 108 1.03070% 1.113;
FFCB 0.930 - 2,500,000 AEE 108 1.28837% 1,391
FFCB 1.050 * 3,000,000 032816 241 1.54605% 3726
FFCB 4.000 bl 3,000,000 06M6MT B35 1.54605% 10,127
FFGB 0.370 * 3,000,000 101415 75 1.54605% 1,160
FFCB 0.360 - 3,000,000 08/14/15 14 1.546805% 0.216
FFCB 0.400 - 3,000,000 02/01/186] 185 1.54605% 2,860
FFCB 1.160 * 3,000,000 10/2317 815 1.54605% 12.600
FFCB 1,460 - 3,000,000 11/2418 1,208 1.54605% 18.692
FFGCB 1.580 - 3,000,000 10/0iM18 1,158 1.54605% 17.903
FFCHB 2.060 * 1,500,000 08/01118 1,462 077302% 11.302
FNMA 2.200 * 3,000,000 032416 237 1.54605% 3.664
FNMA 2170 - 3,080,000 08516 412 1.54605% 6.370
FNMA $.625 h 2,060,000 10f26/115 87 1.03070% 0.8697
FNMA 5375 - 3,000,000 07/15/16 330 1.54605% 5411
FNMA 0875 - 3,000,000 10726117 818 1.54605% 12.647
FNMA 1.000 > 3,000,000 05/20117 782 1.54605% 12.090
FRMA 4.325 > 3,000,000 11/27118 1,25 1.54605% 18.784
FNMA 0.875 * 3,000,000 02/08M18 823 1.54505% 14.270
FNMA 0.875 - 3,000,000 OB/2BMT 758 1.54605% 11.735
FRMA 0.875 - 3.000,000 0521118 1,025 1.54605% 15.847
FRMA - 1.375 * 3,000,000 02127119 1,307 1.54605% 20.207]
FNMA 1.750 * 3,000,000 1172618 1,578 1.54605% 24,412
FNMA 1.625 * 3,000,000 1127119 1,580 1.54605% 24.428]
FNMA 1.320 - 2,000,000 10422/19 1,544 1.03070% 15.914
FNMA 1.800 * 3,000,000 06/30420 1.796 1.54605% 27767
FNMA 1.500 * 3,000,000 08/1819 1,510 1.54805% 23.345]
LAIF/REPO/COMMERCIAL PAPER -
LALF 0.500 39,593,182 07/3115 - 20.40432% 0.000]
194 043,192 38652 100.00000% 815
Wtd. Avg. Mat,
U_S. BANK-2002 COP - 07/31115 - 0.00000% 0.000;
UNION BANK -2008 Katelia Cottages 175,517 07131115 - 1.87943% 0.000]
U.S. BANK-2004 WATER 1,338,438 Q713115 - 14.33201% 0000
UE BANK -2006 SEWER 1,505,509 07131115 - 16.12101% 0.000
US BANK -2010 WATER 696,299 07/3115 - 7.45568% 0.000
US BANK -2014 TARB 5623036 0713115 -~ 60.21156% £.000
9,338,798 - 100.00000% -
Investment Tatal 203,381,989 TOT WAM 586

PAMonth End G Wy )
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Attachment II1.B.
Mgrs. Memo 8/20/15

GARDEN GROVE



MISSION

The mission of the City of Garden Grove is to provide responsible
leadership and quality services as we promote safety, cultural
harmony and life enrichment.

VISION

The vision of Garden Grove is to be a safe, attractive, and
economically vibrant city with an informed and involved public. We
are a diverse community that promotes our unique attributes and
preserves our residential character.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

We commit ourselves to the betterment of the individual, the
organization, and the community, by fostering a spirit of trust,
creativity, cooperation, integrity, empathy, respect, and
quality service to all.
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COMMUNICATION STRATEGY OVERVIEW

The City of Garden Grove has made communication a strategic priority, with the
intent of increasing awareness of the policies and programs of the City and generating
enhanced engagement of constituents in the governing process. The goal of the
communication strategy is to identify opportunities to share the City’s message and
streamline the methods by which those messages are shared, while conducting the
business of the City in an open and inclusive manner.

This plan will serve to enhance communication with the residents and businesses in
Garden Grove by proactively identifying emerging issues; improving long-range
communication strategies; and communicating more effectively the identified key
issues, policy decisions made, and actions taken by the City Council. '

In Garden Grove, communication is seen as an important role of government, and an
essential component of the democratic process. It helps build pride, trust and
awareness within the community, increases participation, and contributes to
strengthening the quality of life in the community. It is a fundamental component of
the City’s mission and vision.

The Communication Strategy is built on the foundation of four concepts that guide
the City of Garden Grove in its communications approach:

1. Clear and Direct: The City will always strive to use the most direct and
straightforward language to communicate its policies and programs, by
explaining technical terms, avoiding jargon, and providing background
information to ensure that all of our communications are understandable and
accessible to the widest possible audience.

2. Proactive: Whenever possible, the City will provide information on emerging
issues, and follow these up to ensure the most accurate and complete
information is available to the public as soon as is possible.

3. Transparent: The City will be open in communicating its business and make
information about the policies, finances, and operations of the City available
to all citizens. One way of accomplishing this is to include citizens in the
decision making process, from soliciting input to encouraging service on boards
and commissions that actively advise management and the City Council on
policy decisions. ' '

4, Listening and Learning: The City recognizes that communication flows
two-ways, both providing information and receiving feedback. Listening to
residents builds better trust and credibility so the policies and programs
created by the City also reflect the needs and wishes of the community.
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The City has identified five broad objectives designed to meet the City Council’s intent
in establishing the communication strategy. Each issue or program campaign will be
designed with these desired outcomes in mind:

1. Increase Awareness: We want information about City policies and programs
to be available to all of our audiences and for priority projects to be common
knowledge among our key audiences.

2. Increase Engagement: We want to encourage and enable residents and
business owners to participate in public policy formation. In addition, we would
like to generate high levels of participation in, and attendance at, City
programs and events.

3. Provide Access: We want to reduce barriers to communication in order to reach
the broadest possible audience.

4. Enhance Transparency: It is our intent to conduct the “people’s business” in
the open, making information about City policies and operations available to
all.

5. Reinforce Credibility: We will provide honest and responsive communications
that will help us build trust and credibility with our audiences.

By carefully planning our communications to achieve these objectives we believe that
we can successfully reinforce the City’s key messages while simultaneously increasing
constituent awareness and engagement.

The City of Garden Grove has established the following communication goals:
1. Establish one clear voice throughout all communication channels;

2. Maximize awareness and support of the City Council’s actions, goals, and
programs;

3. Achieve coordinated and consistent communication both internally and
externally;

4. Establish and maintain proactive media relations programs;
5. Protect and grow positive relationships with all stakeholders;

6. Clearly establish the Public Information Office as the central point for
incoming and outgoing official information; providing communication
services to City Council members, executive management, departments,
employees and target audiences; and,

7. Maintain communication as top priority for the City,
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CURRENT COMMUNICATION PRACTICES

Legal and Fthical Considerations

Executing communications within the established policies of the City of Garden Grove
is a top priority and the City strives to meet the highest ethical standards of both
government agencies and the communications profession.

California Open Meeting Laws: The Legislature states in California Government Code
54950 “In enacting this chapter, the Legislature finds and declares that the public
commissions, boards and councils and other public agencies in this State exist to aid
in the conduct of the people’s business. It is the intent of the law that their actions
be taken openly and that their deliberations be conducted openly.” We will make
sure that all of our communications efforts uphold both the letter and spirit of
California Government Code 54950 in providing the public with information about -
City business. -

Accessibility: We will make every reasonable effort to ensure that the information
about City programs and policies is available to all of our audiences, despite any
barriers to communication. These barriers include access to media, language,
cultural differences, and physical disabilities.

Informing vs. Persuading: One of the many challenges of communicating emerging
issues is in providing complete and unbiased information to residents on issues that
are coming to the City Council before the Council has had the opportunity to
deliberate and establish the City’s official position, or vote on a specific decision.

Ultimately, we aim to provide the data and reasoning behind the policy decisions so
that residents can understand how those decisions were made. All communications
disseminated by the City of Garden Grove will be tested -against the highest ethical
and legal standards, to ensure that we are faithfully serving the public to the best of
our ability.

What this means in practice is that City staff will ensure that all activities are
developed and executed within the context of the City’s over-arching communications
strategy. The lynch pin of the strategy is the City Council Strategic Plan.

Qur Audiences

The single largest audience we want to reach is residents and business
owners/operators, made up of people who live and work in the City of Garden Grove.
Today there approximately 175,140 residents living within the City limits. There are
a number of defining characteristics that create subcategories with specific needs,
such as:



e Property Owners/Renters
¢« Children/No Children

« Employed/Not Employed
¢« Length of Residence

« Educational Attainment

¢ Household Income

« Ethnicity

e Age

According to the 2013 American Community Survey, there are 46,037 household
dwellings in Garden Grove, 57% of which are owner occupied and the median income
is $59,648. About 45.5% of the households include children under 18, who make up
34% of the population. The median age is 35.6 years. 22.6% of the population
identify themselves as Caucasian. Residents of Asian ancestry account for 37.5%,
with Vietnamese ancestry as the majority (27.7%). 36.9% identify themselves as
Latino, with Mexican ancestry as the majority {31.9%).

For adults over the age of 25, 18.6% have a bachelor’s degree or higher.

The City also has a significant “English as a second language” audience. According to
the 2013 American Community Survey, 34.9% of Garden Grove’s population has
Asian as their native language and over half of them (21.4%) “speak English less
than very well.” In addition, 30.2% of Garden Grove's population has Spanish as their
native language, with 12.2% indicating that they “speak English less than very well.”
This means that there are as many as 58,850 residents who may have trouble
comprehending our communications in English.

The City also makes a distinction between direct and indirect customers. People who
have had contact with a City of Garden Grove employee or who have used one of the
City’s services within the last year are direct customers. Those who benefit from,
but have had no interaction with the City are indirect.

Another way of dividing our audiences is through their level of engagement.
We recognize four distinct fevels:

= Engaged (Ambassadors/Watchdogs)
¢ Interested (Aware or Impacted)

¢ Passive
¢ Disinterested (Actively avoiding or those Who consider City communications
intrusive)

The most engaged residents are those who have a particular interest in the policies
or programs of the City. Many of our communication efforts are specifically aimed at
the two most engaged groups - engaged and interested - as they have the highest
interest in receiving communications from the City and have the most utility for that
information, and therefore represent the most efficient use of resources.
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We recognize that the most engaged audience is largely made up of two distinct
groups: residents who participate in the governing process either as volunteers or
through participation in specific programs (ambassadors), and those that monitor
government actions to ensure that they are appropriate, ethical, and legal
(watchdogs). In both cases, these audience members tend to have highly specialized
interests, such as the environment, growth, or senior programs.

It's also possible for disinterested or passive audience members to shift suddenly to
interested or engaged when City policies and programs impact them directly.

- In all of our communication, we also recognize that the media is a primary audience,
both in providing information directly to our audiences and in creatlng commentary
and criticism of our policies and programs.

City of Garden Grove employees are another key audience, as residents see them as
experts and expect them to know a great deal about the City programs and policies.

Recognizing that employees are one of the most immediate and direct ways that our
audiences receive information about the City, we use our internal communications
vehicles as resources for informing staff about the City’s strategic messages and
issues that may arise throughout the year.

In the end, the desired outcome is a workforce that understands the City’s mission
and vision, exemplifies the City’s values, and actively communicates the key strategic
messages. Keeping staff informed also builds morale and heads off misinformation
circulated by a rumor.

Other audiences that we have a need to communicate with from time to time are
special interest community groups; various niche stakeholder groups, such as senior
citizens, teenagers, or volunteers; Federal or State Legislators; candidates for
political office; elected and appointed leaders in other local governments and
agencies; and business, service and cuitural organizations.

When visitors stay in Garden Grove, we have the ability to deliver messages that will
enhance the reputation of the City, spur additional use of City facilities and programs,
and promote interest in the City throughout the rest of the country.

Lastly, we consider potential corporate relocations as an audience for our
communications. The City’s Economic Development Staff strives to promote the City
as the best location for business, both in quality of life for their employees and as a
business-friendly environment for their organization.

Qur Methods

As our demographics indicate, the City of Garden Grove is a very culturally diverse
community and has developed a strong rapport with the local ethnic media and
several community organizations.
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Translation of policies, procedures and programs into various languages represented
in the community is a top priority and is provided by bilingual City staff or the use of
translation services. In addition, the Public Information Office includes a Vietnamese
Bilingual Community Liaison whose time is dedicated to media outreach and
translation of news releases, brochures and other printed material. The liaison also
produces a quarterly Vietnamese newsletter in partnership with the Police
Department for the City’s Vietnamese residents. The City’s website also has its own
Vietnamese web page (hitp://www.ci.garden-grove.ca.us/Vietnamese).

City staff have also built relationships with several ethnic organizations, such as the
Korean Chamber of Commerce, the League of United Latin American Citizens

(LULAC), the Vietnamese Chamber of Commerce, and the Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce.

The City also promotes its programs to the ethnic community by utilizing the services
of the community’s multicultural television, radioc and print mediums.
Examples include Little Saigon TV, Nguoi Viet, Korea Daily News, and Excelsior.

In 2015, the City Council approved the adoption of a Translation Policy, which is being
developed by the Public Information Office. Currently, City Hall and City Council
press releases are internally translated into both Viethamese and Spanish and are
made available on the City’'s website. All other Police, Recreation and Human
Services press releases utilize Google Translate for languages other than English.

The City also implemented a one-year pilot program to provide translation services
at all requiar City Council and Commission meetings with a 72-hour advance notice
and continues the use of Google Translate for all other online translations for
languages other than English.

The City uses a variety of tools to disseminate information to staff:

The City's Intranet

“Everyone” emails

Department and Division meetings

Fliers and posters

City Manager Town Hall meetings and Mid-Manager Briefings

a e o o @



SOCIAL MEDIA TECHNOLOGY AND
COMMUNICATION ASSETS

It would not be an exaggeration to say that within the past eight years the media
landscape and the relating communications model has begun to shift in a
fundamental way. The tools and techniques that have served us well over the past
five decades are becoming obsolete as the next-generation’s way of approaching
mass communications is rapidly being deployed.

Eight years ago, it was unthinkable for government employees to spend time on
social networks, but the public sector discovered that social media could be a valuable
channel for two-way customer communication.

Next-generation technologies, like social networks, are helping government agencies
disseminate important information rapidly, broaden transparency, engage the
community, improve public perceptions, expand outreach to new audiences, and
enhance public safety, while meeting the increasing demand for services.

As of today, there are over 1 billion monthly active users on Facebook, more than
80,000 of which belong to the Garden Grove, California network. Twitter has over
300 million monthly active users and records about 500 million sent tweets per day.

The number of users for both Facebook and Twitter are staggering - the growth has
been unprecedented and shows no sign of diminishing any time soon.

Even the smallest organizations usually have a Facebook page or Twitter account.
But there’s more to social media than Facebook and Twitter.

YouTube

YouTube is the Internet’s top video-sharing network. Government agencies can
create branded YouTube channels that make publishing, promoting, and archiving
easy and efficient. The City of Garden Grove has had a YouTube channel since 2009
and it is managed by Garden Grove TV3 (GGTV3). To date, the GGTV3 channel has
1,341 subscribers and over 2,000,000 views. The City live streams Garden Grove
City Council meetings through the channel, saving costs and keeping residents who
are unable to attend the meeting informed on important issues.

Instagram

Instagram is a mobile app, known for its square image format and photo-sharing
capabilities. Instagram is a form of nonverbal communication that holds the ability
to deliver visual messages to many recipients quickly and conveniently. The City of
Garden Grove has had an Instagram account since 2014. Photos shared include
pictures from community events, behind the scenes snapshots, Mayor and City
Council members, award honorees, parks and infrastructures. The City’s Instagram
is also used to promote community engagement. For example, residents and tourists
are encouraged to share their photos via Instagram, by tagging the City with the
hashtag #gardengrove.
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The explosion of new-generation communication methods over the last few years has
significantly changed the government and citizen relationship. Today, citizens and
employees engage with agencies through mobile devices, social media, applications,
and websites. Public sectors can meet these demands with a well-thought-out

strategy that informs, engages, interacts, and delivers services, while creating a
business-friendly environment.

The City has several existing communications assets that have been used for a
number of years, with a relatively high level of resident awareness.

City Website

The City has dramatically enhanced its web presence over the past few years and
launched the newly upgraded ninth version of the website in April 2015. Maintaining
an excellent website is an ever-evolving process. The main access points are
http://www.ci.garden-grove.ca.us, and htip://www.garden-grove.org. The . new
design features include:

» Easier navigation with an improved menu
« An improved overall look _
« Mobile friendly (will work on a PC, Tablet or Smartphone)

Since the launch of the site, there have been approximately 900 new and returning
users per day and a 23% growth in mobile access. There has been a decltine in the
number of pages visited and the duration of visits, which suggests that users are able
to access information quicker and more readily.

The outcome we desire is to make Garden Grove’s key information “discoverable” by
our audiences. With over a trillion websites in Google's database and roughly two
billion searches each day, it can be difficult to achieve high rankings on search engine
results. Fortunately for us, the search algorithm used by the biggest search engines,
Google and Yahoo!, both favor government sites.

Moving forward, the focus will be to improve navigation and mobile friendliness, while
remaining transparent and encouraging citizen engagement. Further development
of the content and services available on the web will continue to make it the resource
of first choice for many of our audiences.

Social Media Platforms

The City has also established profiles on several social media platforms, including
Facebook, YouTube, Twitter and Instagram and has been testing possible uses for
these emerging technologies. In addition, several individual departments such as
Fire, Police, Code Enforcement and Public Works have created individual pages and/or
accounts. As new platforms are released, the City will register the user name “City
of Garden Grove” to establish a presence and reserve the name, and conduct an
analysis of the local reach of the search. Once it is established that the platform is
worth investing in, it will be tested for inclusion in our active portals.
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Mobile App

On June 1, 2014, the City of Garden Grove launched its free mobile app, available
for download through the App Store (iPhone/iPad) or Google Play (Android). The app
includes City news, an events calendar, social media updates, access to departments
and services, job openings, parks and recreation information, shopping and dining
establishments, and features local discounts from participating businesses in the Buy
in Garden Grove program.

The goal is to make the City of Garden Grove more accessible by putting City Hall
into the hands of its citizens, aliowing them to access information more readily and
receive important City notifications in real-time. The app currently has 1,500
subscribers.

Garden Grove TV3 (GGTV3)

GGTV3 is the City’s local Emmy-nominated cable network. Videos are produced and
shown via the City’s YouTube channel. GGTV3 runs programming seven days a week
on Time Warner Channel 3, the City’'s website, YouTube and Facebook.

The goal of the Cable Division has always been to inform the community about their
city, highlight its accomplishments, and support other departments within the City
while keeping the image of the city in mind.

GGTV3 now programs topical blocks, which include numerous smaller stories that
cover specific topics such as City Council, public safety, parks and recreation, or
culture and the arts. They produce 3-4 of these each month, which run Tuesday
through Saturday each week.

When programs are not airing, GGTV3 utilizes a Community Bulletin Board, which is
comprised of slides that have static messages and are rotated every three seconds.
These slides generally promote City services and programs. The builetin board is also
offered free of charge to residents, community groups, businesses, service
organizations, churches, etc. to advertise and promote events and programs
happening in the community.

Published Documents

In addition, the City publishes several special audience newsletters and documents,
such as CityWorks, the Comprehensive Annual Finance Report, the Parks and
Recreation Guide, and the Annual Performance Report, The graphic design team and
Community Relations Division produce hundreds of program brochures, fliers,
posters, banners, event displays, promotional items, and custom materials, including
official notices. '

An area of focus is to ensure that all print materials are available via the City’s website
and translated into Spanish and Vietnamese. :



ISSUE IDENTIFICATION

The City has established a number of formal avenues for identifying emerging issues.
The key mechanisms are:

¢ Staff review of City Council agendas and City Council meetings;
o Media tracking and anatysis;

« Weekly management team meetings and,

e Bi-weekly Public Information Office “promo” meetings.

City Council members are also encouraged to contact the City Manager whenever
they have a concern that a particular issue may need to be addressed or to pass that
information to the appropriate Department Director.

There are a number of issues that will continue to be important for the City to
communicate about. These include:

Financial Management: An important element of this topic is the legal and contractual
restrictions we have on use of funds and making sure residents understand the
different sources of funding at our disposal. We are also addressing what we are

doing to help protect the local economy and provide assistance to reSIdents who have
severe financial problems.

Public Safety: The emphasis here is on planning for the future and providing adequate
resources to the Police and Fire departments. Issues such as facility size and

locations, equipment, and staffing will continue to generate debate during budget
development.

Economic Development: Local economic development is a process that strives to
improve the economic well-being of the community. It helps to retain and increase
local revenue that funds government services that both city residents and businesses
desire. The economic development process has long been a major part of how the
City of Garden Grove does business. Since the dissolution of redevelopment by the
California Supreme Court in 2012, the City has worked diligently to save most of the
existing redevelopment projects. The goal is to increase the city’s tax base, increase
other revenue sources, create and retain jobs within the city, address sales tax
leakage and diversify the sales tax base, create new markets, and build local and

regional relationships to aid in the advancement of the economic development
program..

Tourism: The City of Garden Grove is located in the midst of a Southern California
tourist hub that is one of the most successful in America. Given the proximity to the
Disneyland Resort, the Anaheim Convention Center, Christ Cathedral, and other Los
Angeles fandmarks and attractions, Garden Grove has benefited from its efforts to
provide visitor entertainment and lodging. Expanding hote! and tourism amenities
will bring additional revenues to the City.

Public Works: Maintenance of City infrastructure, including streets, sidewalks, parks,

public buildings, street trees, flood control channels and traffic signals continues to
be a priority.
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MEDIA RELATIONS, PUBLIC RELATIONS,
AND MARKETING TOOLS

The City continues to use the following tools to generate stories with the local media,
both traditional and non-traditional:

News releases/Press conferences:
Speeches

Tailored pitches

Media Campaigns

Media confact database

The City has always approached media relations as a collaborative process in helping
reporters understand the issues, providing access to City experts and data, and
facilitating a dialogue with elected officials. In television news, this can include
sharing b-rofl and interview footage produced in-house to help local news programs
cover stories that their shrinking staffs may be unable to cover..

Another large element of our media relations efforts is response to media inquiries
and Public Record requests. Acting on tips, or reacting to our news releases, many
reporters contact the City for information on their assignments every day. We make
a point of resolving all such requests as quickly as possible. The City is also proactive
in responding to incorrect information in stories, working with editors and reporters
to correct future reporting.

When dealing with the media, it is important that the City works with the media to
maintain a fair balance in reporting positive stories with ones dealing with crime or
controversial issues. '

Public Relations is one of the tools related to managing the City’'s reputation, creating
outreach, helping audiences understand background on policy decisions, and
clarifying the role of government. Some of the public relations tools employed by
the City of Garden Grove and the Public Information Office include:

« Organizing ceremonies, such as ribbon cuttings and dedications;

e Holding community meetings and forums;

o Facilitating recognitions, proclamations, and presentations at City Council
meetings; :

e Providing photography and video on our website, Facebook, Instagram and
publications to tell the City’s stories;

e Applying for awards that demonstrate the quality and success of City of Garden

Grove programs;

Executing public education campaigns;

Placing PSA’s on radio, television and the City’s social media platforms;

Exchanging event and luncheon sponsorships for in-kind services;

Developing promotional collateral, such as brochures and fliers;

Making community group presentations;

Participating in charity or cause-related community events; and,

Promoting the City’s image and offerings to regional and national audiences,
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The goals of our public relations efforts are twofold, to make the complicated easier
to understand and to create better partnerships with all audiences, including media.

Marketing in government is generally reserved for driving participation in fee-based

activities and programs, and for the most part is funded by the revenues those
programs generate.

The City also deploys marketing efforts for public hearings, community events, public
awareness, and other non-paid participation opportunities as well. We have also
used marketing tools to educate constituents, customers, and audiences about the
availability of information and services offered by the City.

The City has a number of open, volunteer advisory committees and boards that meet
periodically to discuss City business. We will continue to use meetings and board
communications to inform the community about issues. We also produce a number
of public forums each year, which provide additional opportunities for residents and
business owners to become invoived in policy deliberation and information gathering.

The City can increase the level of media outreach overall through various means such
as:

Increased press releases;

Increased coverage on television news/radio news programs;

Development of media opportunities, such as tours of City facilities and parks;
Increased press conferences on important issues; and,

Increased staff availability to media.

Public Information staff also provides support and consultation to numerous
departments for external communications and special events. The Division is
available to all departments at any time, but works most closely with the following:

City Manager’s Office
Police Department

Fire Department
Community Services
Public Works

Economic Development
Information Technology

e e e 8 2 ¢ &

Per City Administrative Reqgulation 7.4, the Community Services Department is the
City’s primary media contact except for Police and Fire information. Both the Police
and Fire Departments have a designated staff member assigned as the Public
Information Officer (PIO). Community Services coordinates press contacts and
conferences concerning matters of City policy and acts as a central point for approval
and dissemination of written press releases. Department Directors and Division
Managers are authorized to discuss information with members of the media provided
that the information is within the parameters of established City policy.

 14|Page



CRISIS MANAGEMENT AND
EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

Issues, for the purposes of this discussion, are topics of concern to one or more
audiences that relate directly to City policies or programs. Many issues arise over
the course of a year, a minority of which may rise to the level of crisis.

There is a critical distinction between emergencies - such as floods, earthquakes,
and fires — and crises. Where we recognize any threat to public safety as an
emergency, a crisis is a threat to the organization’s financial health or reputation.

The City cannot predict every issue that will arise over the course of a year, nor would
it be desirable to attempt to prepare for every possible contingency. Instead, our
strategic messages are designed to position the City on a foundation of broad
concepts that allow for flexibility in addressing any situation that should arise., When
an issue comes up, the first step should be to determine what actions - if any - are
appropriate in response.

There can be unintended consequences if the City were to attempt to proactively
respond to every evolving issue; we could waste resources, diffuse our strategic
messages and potentially generate negative stories that might otherwise not have
happened.

The key then, is preparation ~ through clear procedures and general strategies.
As issues arise and are identified by staff, the first step is to determine if:

e The issue should be monitored, but no response should be made;
¢ The issue requires a response; or,
¢« The issue rises to the level of crisis.

Issues not requiring a public response are generally routine topics generated by local
media or public comment. In most cases the story may pass without much
community discussion, or the individuals affected can be directly contacted to address
their concerns or answer their questions. Routine exchange have a limited impact or
a very short lifespan.

Issues requiring a response are those that impact a large number of people and have
a relatively long lifespan, meaning that the issue will continue to impact people over
several days or longer. The standard approach should be to research and develop a
list of talking points that describe the issue, outline City policy in regard to the issue,
and describe the City's response plan.

Elected officials and appropriate staff will be briefed on the situation. Then the City
shouid publicly respond with an explanation and the plan to address the issue.

For crises, the approach is similar, but more robust. In general, the City will respond
within 24 hours - if not sooner — to the emergence of the crisis, as described below.
To promote the greatest levels of transparency and credibility, we will always tell the
truth about what happened and have a plan to resolve the problem.

There are three phases in our approach to crisié management.
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When a crisis arises, the first phase is known as preparation. During that time
Community Relations staff will conduct research to determine:

¢« What has happened?
« What are the questions people might have?
¢ What is our message?

As soon as possible, we will move to the response phase.

The key here is that our messages should say what we are going to do. Action always
is preferable to talk.

During the recovery phase we will assess the following:

Did we reach our intended audience?
Was our message accurate?

Was our message credible?

Have we solved the problem?

What can we learn from this?
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Each crisis has a “teachable moment” as anxiety starts fo subside when we can
deliver important information about City policies or programs. The City can leverage
a crisis as an opportunity to reach higher levels of awareness and engagement if we
are prepared and respond appropriately.

The Fire Department publishes an “Emergency Operations Plan.” The most recent
version was adopted in January of 2009. The Fire Department is currently reviewing
and updating the plan for adoption in 2015. In the event of an emergency,

government, at all levels, is responsible for providing clear directions of emergency
and recovery operations. '

The plan identifies staff roles and responsibilities during an emergency in keeping
with the National Incident Management System, in which all appropriate staff have
received required training.
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MEASUREMENT

Level of Engagement: One way to measure engagement is to measure the reach of
particular messages through individual communication channels and the actual
participation, and then compare the various communications methods to determine
which methods yield the highest levels of participation. '

To that end, we collect the following data:

¢ Attendance at events, forums, and meetings;
e Participation on boards and committees; and,
« Participation in online polls and voluntary surveys.

Experiences and Opinion: One of the more challenging aspects of the changes in
media is that while there is now more subjective feedback available directly from
constituents on issues, this flood of information is difficult to compile and analyze in
a way that provides actionable data. One way is to collect comments and feedback
from various sources and conduct an affinity analysis to see what the general tone
or direction those comments are taking.

The City of Garden Grove currently monitors the following to do that analysis:

e “How Are We Doing?” Surveys (City-wide surveys through mailed forms and
electronic means);

e« User ratings (Mobile App, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Etc.), both City-
produced and user-content generated;
Facebook/Twitter/Instagram/YouTube mentions;
Number of fans/subscribers/followers; and

e Comment tone on other sites.

This type of online reputation management is done by analysis of user comments on
social networking sites, blogs, and discussion groups. The information gathered,
including opinions shared, and the frequency and tone of Garden Grove mentions on
various sites, will be identified and classified by pertinent data.

17 |p a g e



CONCLUSION

The City of Garden Grove’s Communication Strategy is in place to provide means by
which we can increase awareness of our programs and policies, and to generate
heightened engagement of our community members. This strategy is meant to be
fluid; to grow and change along with technology and social media. Our goals,
to conduct business in an open and inclusive manner by tracking community input,

and to share the City's message in streamlined methods, will continue to be
implemented and enhanced on an ongoing basis.
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Attachment II.C.
Mgrs. Memo 8/20/15

City of Garden Grove

INTER-DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM

To: Scott C. Stiles From: Kingsley Okereke
Dept.: City Manager Dept.: Finance
Subject: 2006 SEWER CERTIFICATES OF Date: August 26, 2015
PARTICIPATION MOODY’'S AA3 RATING
AFFIRMED
OBJECTIVE

The purpose of this memo is to inform the Garden Grove Sanitary District (GGSD) Board of
the outcome of the credit ratings review of the Sewer Revenue Certificates of Participation
Series 2006 (2006 Sewer Bonds) conducted by Moody's Investors Service in August 2015.

BACKGROUND / INFORMATION

As part of its overall Sewer System Management Plan, the GGSD issued the 2006 Sewer
Bonds to finance improvements identified to address capacity and structural deficiencies in
the sewer system.

Periodically, credit rating services such as Moody’s Investor Services (Moody’s) provide
evaluations of bond issuer’s financial strength and/or its ability to pay outstanding bond'’s
principal and interest. Moody’s recently evaluated the 2006 Sewer bonds, and on August
26, 2015 affirmed the bond’s current Aa3 credit rating.

As outlined in the attached Moody’s official rating release, the affirmed rating reflects
the GGSD's strong debt service coverage, liquidity, low debt burden, and stable
service area. The ratings review also highlights the GGSD’s ability to meet its debt
service cpverf_ﬂpe requirements and liquidity needs.
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KINGSLEY OKEREKE
Assistant City Manager/Finance Director
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Rating Update: Moody’s affirms Aa3 to Garden Grove Sanitary District's (CA)
Revenue Certificates of Participation

Giohal Cradit Research - 21 Aug 2015

$19.8M in debt affected

GARDEN GROVE SANITARY DISTRICT, CA
Sewer Enterprise
CA

NEW YORK, August 21, 2015 --Moody's Investors Service has affirmed the Aa3 rating to Garden Grove Sanitary
District, California's Revenue Certificates of Participation Series 2008. The rating action affects approximately
$19.8 million in debt.

SUMMARY RATING RATIONALE

The rating reflects the district's strong debt service coverage, ample liquidity, low debt burden and stable service
area with slightly below average wealth levels. The rafing also incorporates the system's rate struciure, which
includes a volumetric component based on flow rates and accounts for 64% of revenues resulting in the potential
for a higher degree of revenue variability than is typical for the sector. This is mitigated by very strong debt service
coverage, which will likely remain above 3.0 times in both 2015 and 2016 despite a 20% conservation mandate;
ample liquidity with over 3,000 days of cash on hand; and annual rate increases based on an inflation index.

OUTLOOK

Outlooks are usually not assigned to local government credits with this amount of debt outstanding.
WHAT COULD MAKE THE RATING GO UP

- Significant growth in the system's service area

- Improvement in the sociceconomic profile of the service area
WHAT COULD MAKE THE RATING GO DOWN

- Significant declines in debt service coverage

- Deterioration in liquidity position

STRENGTHS

- Ample liquidity

- Very strong debt service coverage

CHALLENGES

- Volumetric portion of the rate structure accounts for 84% of operating revenues and heightens exposure o
California drought

- Debt service coverage expected fo decline over next two years

- Large capital improvement plan will utilize significant cash over the next five years

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

DETAILED RATING RATIONALE

SERVICE AREA AND SYSTEM CHARACTERISTICS: STABLE, RESIDENTIAL SERVICE AREA IN CENTRAL



ORANGE COUNTY; RATE STRUCTURE HEIGHTENS EXPOSURE TO DROUGHT

The district primarily provides sewer collection setvice to the City of Garden Grove and a small portion of
unincorporated Orange County. The district serves a primarily residential customier base with of 35,154 accounts
(94% residentiat). The service area benefits from the city's location in central Orange County and the access it
provides to ample employment opportunities in the farger metropolitan area. The city has slightly below average
wealth levels with median family income at 95.6% of the US. The service area is largely built out and as a result
accounts have been stable growing just 0.6% between 2011 and 2015. The customer base is diverse as the ten
largest users account for 2,0% of 2014 revenues,

The district maintains and services over 312 miles of sewer lines, 9,700 manhales, and four lift stations located
throughout the city. Treatment for wasiewater is provided by Orange County Sanitation District and is recycled for
commercial use or deposited back inte the ocean. The district's rates are based on a fixed and volume charge
which are both adjusted annually with the inflation index. The volume charge is based on the customer's lowest
water usage from the prior 12 months. The volumetric portion of the rate structure makes up the majority of
operating revenues (64% in 2014) and heightens the district's exposure to the California drought. The City of
Garden Grove's conservation mandate was 20% and in June and July 2015 the City conserved 24% and 27%,
respectively. The system is in compliance with all environmental standards.

DEBT SERVICE COVERAGE AND LIQUIDITY: DEBT SERVICE COVERAGE LIKELY TO DECLINE IN 2015
AND 2016 FROM CONSERVATION EFFORTS BUT WILL REMAIN STRONG; AMPLE LIQUIDITY

The district has historically maintained very strong debt service coverage ranging between 3.92 times and 6.53
times in 2009 through 2014, largely due to the system's rate structure, which increases automatically every year
with the inflation index; healthy operating margins; and the relatively simple nature of its operations. We expect
coverage will likely decline in 2015 and 2016 from a reduction in water usage from conservation efforts.

In 2014, net revenues increased by 6.6% and debt service coverage was a very strong 4.85 times. Qperating
margins are healthy for the district with an operating ratio of 32.6% and net working capital at 780.7% of oparations
and mainienance in 2014. Far 2015, officials are estimating net revenues will decline 11.2% from the prior year,
which will Ekely result in debi service coverage of a still strong 4.08 times. The decline in revenues in 2015 largely
reflacts the conservation efforts in 2014. For 2018, officials are budgeting for a decline in operating revenues of
$800,000 from the prior vear as a result of reduction in the volumetric portion of revenues, which would narrow
coverage fo a still healthy 3.5 times. Officials do not plan on filing all vacant positions appropriated for in the 2016
budget, which will likely offset some of the declines in operating revenues. At this time officials do not anticipate
increasing rates above the inflation index to mitigate the declines in debt service coverage.

Liquidity

The district has a very strong liquidity position, which is a credit strength. In 2014, total available cash and
investments was $25.7 million or approximately 3,038 days. The district is planning on using a significant amouni
of cash for its 5-year capital improvement plan (CIP) projected to be $30 million between fiscal 2016 to fiscal 2020.
The majority of the CIP is for new capital {64%) and replacements (36%) and will be funded on a pay-go basis.
While, the distric's ample liquidity is a credit strength, significant reductions in liquidity could put downward
pressure on the rating.

DEBT AND LEGAL COVENANTS: LOW DEBT LEVELS; WEAK RATE COVENANT

The district has a low debt levels and has no plans to issue additional debt over the next five years. The system's
debt to operating revenues was low at 1.88 times revenues in 2014.

Debt Structure
All of the system’s debt is fixed rate and amortizes over the long term,

The security features of the bonds are mixed with a strong debt service reserve requirement and slightly weak
rate covenant and additional bonds test (ABT) at 1.15 times annual debt service. The debt service reserve
requirement is maximum annual debt service and is fully funded with cash and sized at $1.5 million. The rate
covenant is weaker than average both in its threshold and mechanics. The district covenants to maintain rates
sufficient to generate net revenues that are 1.15 times the coming year's debt service, but only if the amount in its
Revenue Stabilization Fund is less than that coming year's debt service. If the Revenue Stahilization Fund balance
is greater or equal to the debt service payment, the district covenants to maintain rates sufficient only to generate
revenues, not net revenues, of 1.15 times operating expenses. This latter element of the rate covenant could result



in net revenue coverage of much less than sum sufficient. However, the district has not set up a Revenue
Stabilization Fund and has no plans to utilize this mechanism and has maintained very strong debt service
coverage levels well in excess of the requirement.

Debt-Related Derivatives
The enterprise does not have any debt-related derivatives.

MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNANCE: ADEQUATE RESERVE POLICY; AUTOMATIC ANNUAL RATE
INCREASES TIED TO INFLATION INDEX

The district is a subsidiary district of the City of Garden Grove and the City Council serves as the Board of
Directors of the district. The City maintains a set of business principles and policies for managing its enterprise
fund operations which include maintenance of two months cash flow as well as $500,000 in reserves for
contingencies.

The district's rates are annually adjusted for increases or decreases in inflation and are based on the Engineering
News Record Construction Costs Index-Los Angeles with an inflation cap of 6% per year. Rates have typically
increased around 2.5% annually. Management dees not intend to increase rates above this level to offset declines
in operating revenues due to conservation, while this is somewhat of a credit weakness but mitigated by the very
strong deht service coverage and ample liquidity.

KEY STATISTICS

- Asset Condition (remaining useful life): 46 years

- System Size (O&M): $3,264M

- Service Area Wealth (MFI): 95.6% of the US

- Annual Debt Service Coverage: 4.85x

- Days Cash on Hand: 3,038

- Debt to Operating Revenues: 1.88x

- Rate Management: A

- Regulatory Compliance and Capital Planning: A

- Rate Covenant: 1.15x

- Debt Service Reserve Requirement: Aa

CBLIGOR PROFILE

The district primarily provides sewer collection service to the City of Garden Grove and a small portion of
unincorporated Orange County. The district serves a primarily residential customer base with a total population of
173,953 and 35,154 accounts.

LEGAL SECURITY

The ceriificates represent shares of installment payments {o be made by the district to the Garden Grove Public
Financing Authority for the purchase of the system improvements financed with the current offering. The
installment payments are secured by the district's pledge of net revenues received in connection with its
ownership and operation of the wastewater collection system. The rafe covenant and additional bonds test are
1.15 times annual debt service. The debt service reserve requirement is maximum annual debt service and is
cash funded.

USE OF PROCEEDS
Nof applicable.
PRINCIPAL METHODOLOGY



The principal methodology used in this rating was US Municipal Utllity Revenue Debt published in December 2014,
Please sae the Credit Policy page on www.moodys.com for a copy of this methadology.

REGULATCORY DISCLOSURES

For ratings issued on a program, series or category/class of debt, this announcement provides certain regulatory
disclosures in relation to each rating of a subsequently issued bond or note of the same series or category/class
of debi or pursuant to a program for which the ratings are derived exclusively from exisfing ratings in accordance
with Moody's rating practices. For ratings issued on a support provider, this announcement provides certain
regulatory disclosures in relation to the rating action on the support provider and in relation to each particular rating
action for securities that derive their credit ratings from the support provider's credit rating. For provisional ratings,
this announcement provides certain regulatory disclosures in relafion to the provisional rating assigned, and in
relation to a definitive rating that may be assigned subsequent to the final issuance of the debt, in each case where
the transaction structure and terms have not changed prior to the assignment of the definitive rating in a manner
that would have affected the rating. For further information please see the ratings tab on the issuer/entify page for
the respeciive issuer on www.moodys.com.

Regulatory disclosures contained in this press release apply to the credit rating and, if applicable, the related rating
outlook or rating review.

Please see www.moodys.com for any updates on changes to the lead rating analyst and to the Moody's legal
entity that has issued the rating.

Please see the ratings tab cn the issuer/entify page on www.moodys.com for additional regulatory disclosures for
each credit rating.

Analysts

Brittni Smith

Lead Analyst

Public Finance Group
Moody's Investors Service

Christian Ward

Additional Contact

Public Finance Group
Moody's Investors Service

Contacts

Journalists: (212) 553-0376
Research Clients: (212) 553-1653

Moody's Investors Service, Inc.
250 Greenwich Street

New York, NY 10007

USA

MooDY’s
INVESTORS SERVICE

® 2015 Moody's Corporation, Moody's Investors Service, Inc., Moody's Analytics, Inc. and/or their licensors and
affiliates (collectively, *"MOODY'S"). All rights reserved,

CREDIT RATINGS ISSUED BY MOODY'S INVESTORS SERVICE, INC. AND ITS RATINGS AFFILIATES
{"MIS™) ARE MOODY’S CURRENT OPINIONS OF THE RELATIVE FUTURE CREDIT RISK OF ENTITIES,
CREDIT COMMITMENTS, OR DEBT OR DEBT-LIKE SECURITIES, AND CREDIT RATINGS AND RESEARCH
PUBLICATIONS PUBLISHED BY MOODY'S ("MOQODY'S PUBLICATIONS")Y MAY INCLUDE MOODY'S
CURRENT OPINIONS OF THE RELATIVE FUTURE CREDIT RISK OF ENTITIES, CREDIT COMMITMENTS,
OR DEBTYT OR DEBT-LIKE SECURITIES. MOODY'S DEFINES CREDIT RISK AS THE RISK THAT AN ENTITY
MAY NOT MEET ITS CONTRACTUAL, FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS AS THEY COME DUE AND ANY



ESTIMATED FINANCIAL LOSS IN THE EVENT OF DEFAULT. CREDIT RATINGS DO NOT ADDRESS ANY
OTHER RISK, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO: LIQUIRITY RISK, MARKET VALUE RISK, OR PRICE
VOLATILITY. CREDIT RATINGS AND MOODY'S OPINIONS INCLUDED IN MOODY'S PUBLICATIONS ARE
NOT STATEMENTS OF CURRENT OR HISTORICAL FACT. MOODY’S PUBLICATIONS MAY ALSO INCLUDE
QUANTITATIVE MODEL-BASED ESTIMATES OF CREDIT RISK AND RELATED OPINIONS OR
COMMENTARY PUBLISHED BY MOODY'S ANALYTICS, INC. CREDIT RATINGS AND MOODY'S
PUBLICATIONS DO NOT CONSTITUTE OR PROVIDE INVESTMENT OR FINANCIAL ADVICE, AND CREDIT
RATINGS AND MOODY’S PUBLICATIONS ARE NOT AND DO NOT PROVIDE RECOMMENDATIONS TO
PURCHASE, SELL, OR HOLD PARTICULAR SECURITIES. NEITHER CREDIT RATINGS NOR MOQDY'S
PUBLICATIONS COMMENT ON THE SUITABILITY OF AN INVESTMENT FOR ANY PARTICULAR
INVESTOR. MOODY'S ISSUES ITS CREDIT RATINGS AND PUBLISHES MOODY'S PUBLICATIONS WITH
THE EXPECTATION AND UNDERSTANDING THAT EACH INVESTOR WILL, WITH DUE CARE, MAKE ITS
OWN STUDY AND EVALUATION OF EACH SECURITY THAT 1S UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR
PURCHASE, HOLDING, OR SALE.

MCODY'S CREDIT RATINGS AND MOODY’S PUBLICATIONS ARE NOT INTENDED FOR USE BY RETAIL
INVESTORS AND IT WOULD BE RECKLESS FOR RETAIL INVESTORS TC CONSIDER MOODY'S CREDIT
RATINGS OR MOODY'S PUBLICATIONS IN MAKING ANY INVESTMENT DECISION. IF IN DOUBT YOU
SHOULD CONTACT YOUR FINANCIAL OR OTHER PROFESSIONAL ADVISER.

ALL INFORMATICN CONTAINED HEREIN 1S PROTECTED BY LAW, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TG,
COPYRIGHT LAW, AND NCNE OF SUCH INFORMATION MAY BE COPIED OR OTHERWISE
REPRODUCED, REPACKAGED, FURTHER TRANSMITTED, TRANSFERRED, DISSEMINATED,
REDISTRIBUTED OR RESOLD, OR STORED FOR SUBSEQUENT USE FOR ANY SUCH PURPOSE, IN
WHOLE OR IN PART, IN ANY FORM OR MANNER OR BY ANY MEANS WHATSOEVER, BY ANY PERSON
WITHOUT MOODY’S PRIOR WRITTEN CONSENT.

All information contained herein is obtained by MOODY’S from sources believed by it to be accurate and reliable.
Because of the possibility of human or mechanical error as well as other factors, however, all information contained
herein is provided “AS IS” without warranty of any kind. MOODY'S adopts alt necessary measures so that the
information it uses in assigning a credit rating is of sufficient quality and from sources MOODY'S considers to be
reliable including, when appropriate, independent third-party sources. However, MOODY'S is not an auditor and
cannot in every instance independently verify or validate information received in the rating process or in preparing
the Moody’s Publications.

To the extent permitted by law, MOODY'S and its directors, officers, employees, agents, representatives, licensors
and suppliers disclaim liability fo any person or entity for any indirect, special, consequential, or incidental losses or
damages whatsoever arising from or in connection with the information contained herein or the use of or inability to
use any such information, even if MCODY’S or any of its directors, officers, employees, agents, representatives,
licensors or suippliers is advised in advance of the possibility of such losses or damages, including but not limited
to: {(a) any loss of present or prospective profits or (b) any loss or damage arising where the relevant financial
instrument is not the subject of a particular credit rating assigned by MOODY'S.

To the extent permitted by law, MOODY'S and its directors, officers, employees, agents, representatives, licensors
and suppliers disclaim liability for any direct or compensatory losses or damages caused to any person or entity,
including but not limited to by any negligence (but excluding fraud, willful misconduct or any other type of liability
that, for tha avoidance of doubt, by law cannot be excluded) on the part of, or any contingency within or beyond the
control of, MOODY'S or any of its directors, officers, employees, agents, representatives, licensors or suppliers,
arising from or in connection with the information contained herein or the use of or inabllity to use any such
information.

NO WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, AS TO THE ACCURACY, TIMELINESS, COMPLETENESS,
MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PARTICULAR PURPOSE OF ANY SUCH RATING OR OTHER
OPINION OR INFORMATION 1S GIVEN CR MADE BY MOODY’S IN ANY FORM OR MANNER
WHATSOEVER,

Moody's Investors Service, Inc., a wholly-owned credit rating agency subsidiary of Moody’s Corporation (“MCQO™),
hereby discloses that most issuers of debt securities (including corporate and municipal bonds, debentures, notes
and commercial paper) and preferred stock rated by Moody's Investors Service, Inc. have, prior to assignment of
any rating, agreed to pay to Mocdy's Investors Service, Inc. for appraisal and rating services rendered by it fees

ranging from $1,800 to approximately $2,500,000. MCO and MIS also maintain policies and procedures to address



the independence of MIS's ratings and rating processes. Information regarding certain affiliations that may exist
between directors of MCO and rated entities, and between entities who hold ratings from MIS and have aiso
publicly reported to the SEC an ownership interest in MCO of more than 5%, is posted annually at
www.meodys.com under the heading “Investoer Relations — Corporate Governance — Director and Shareholder
Affiliation Policy.”

For Australia only: Any publication into Australia of this docurment is pursuant to the Australian Financial Services
License of MOODY'S &ffiliate, Moody’s Investors Service Pty Limited ABN 61 003 399 657AFSL 336969 and/or
Moody's Analytics Australia Ply Ltd ABN 94 105 136 972 AFSL 383569 (as applicable}. This document is intended
to be provided only to “wholesale clients” within the meaning of section 761G of the Corporations Act 2001, By
continuing to access this document from within Australia, you represent to MOODY’S that you are, or are
accessing the document as a representative of, a “wholesale client” and that neither you nor the entity you
represent will directly or indirectly disseminate this document or its contents 1o “retail clients” within the meaning of
section 761G of the Corporations Act 2001. MOODY’S credit rating is an opinicn as to the creditworthiness of a
debt obligation of the issuer, not on the equity securities of the issuer or any form of security that is available to
retail clienis. £ would be dangerous for “retail clients” to make any investment decision based on MOODY’S credit
rating. If in doubt you should contact your financial or other professional adviser.

For Japan only: MOODY'S Japan K.K. (*MJKK") is a wholly-owned credit rating agency subsidiary of MOODY'S
Group Japan G K., which is wholly-owned by Moody’s Overseas Holdings Inc., a wholly-owned subsidiary of
MCO. Moody’s SF Japan K.K. ("MSFJ") is a wholly-owned credit rating agency subsidiary of MIKK. MSFJ is not a
Nationally Recognized Statistical Rating Organization (“NRSRO"). Therefore, credit ratings assigned by MSFJ are
Non-NRSRO Credit Ratings. Non-NRSRO Credit Ratings are assigned by an entity that is not a NRSRO and,
consequently, the rated obligation will not qualify for certain types of treatment under U.8. laws. MJKK and MSFJ
are credit rating agencies registered with the Japan Financial Services Agency and their registration numbers are
FSA Commissioner (Ratings) No. 2 and 3 respectively,

MJKK or MSFJ (as applicable) hereby disclose that most issuers of debt securities (including corporate and
municipal bonds, debentures, notes and commercial paper) and preferred stock rated by MJKK or MSFJ (as
applicable) have, prior to assignment of any rating, agreed to pay to MJKK or MSFJ (as applicable) for appraisal
and rating services rendered by it fees ranging from JPY200,000 to approximately JPY350,000,000.

MJKK and MSFJ also maintain policies and procedures to address Japanese regulatory requirements.
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EDITORIALS

Los Al Garden Grove keepmg dev1ces
at least awhile longer.

g, ATIEE County was nearly free of red—hght cameras. Los
{4 Alamitos and Garden Grove, the last holdouts using the
/ dubious traffic safety devices, crashed the party by
renewing their contracts with their camera operator.

The Garden Grove couneil chose Tuesday not to-act on'its cam-
eras, allowing the contract to automatically renew with Redflex
Traffic Systems Inc. Monday, the Los Alamitos council voted
unanimously to renew its confract with Redflex, despite paying
nearly $2,000 more per camera than Garden Grove.

While the Los Alamitos council seemed persuaded of the cam-
eras”beneficial uses, the Garden Grove council at least showed
willirigness toward reasoning that hopefully will see the city be-
cotne camera-free.

Despite suggestions by the Garden Grove Police Department,
city staff and the company that the cameras had proven their
worth, a majority of the council was moved by data compiled by
Jay Beeber, executive director of Safer Streets L.A., a grass-roots

* coalition for motorists that has had success in removing red-light

cameras in that city.
He compiled data from the nghway Patrol's traffic records

~system and found that, when counting all collisions caused by

red-light running, collisions at photo-enforced intersections either
increased or the decrease was not statistically significant enough '
toattribute to the use of cameras.

In. fact, only one intersection in either city, Garden Grove's
Harbor Boulevard and Trask Avenue, saw a reduction in crashes
deemed statistically significant. At many other intersections,
however, rear-end collisions noticeably spiked.

Councilman Phat Bui said he has personally noticed a rise in
rear-end collisions at the intersection near his home and attribut-
ed it to the behavioral changes motorists make at intersections
with red-light cameras.

The council has asked staff to respond to Mr. Beeber’s statis-
tics, which we find speak for themselves and only confirm what
we, and officials in almost every other city in the county, already
know. Red-light cameras are a poor traffic safety tool, and, we
surmise, were installed largely for their revenue-generating po-
tential - but even that has proven spotty. _

Garden Grove would be wise to dump them as soon as possible.
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here was no lack of Hawalian

print at the H. Louis Senior
_Center on Friday night. )
" The annual luan dinner and dance

drew a crowd of guests dressed In
the night's theme. They dined,
‘watehed the Manana Polynesian En-
tertainment group perform and
then danced the evening away.

Y i
_ oFriends Warlene Fritts and Joe Weber join
7in the festivities after the meal at the
sannual Hawaiian Luau dinner and dance.

N L A B
Steadies Carolyn Flynn and Walter Fetty cuddle for a
portrait at the Hawaiian Luau dinner and dance.

F i

Y

Cleckwise from
jeft are dancer
Akela Dickinson,
Strawberry Fes-
tival King Ha-
zlette “Tsuki"
Tsukiyama, Best
Dressed winners
erda Hartwig and
Phillip Schmidt,
Strawberry Fes-
tival Queen Yolan-
da Montana, dan-
cer Tiare Kaonohi
and dancer Rico
Moreno.

: iy 5
Hope Galvez swings with her fiancé, Al Shrader, to the
sounds of the Five Star Band at the dance.

Lk

i
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V{Akeia Dickinsen with Manana Polynesian Entertainment gives dancing lessons at &he M. Louis Senior Center
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BY CHRIS HAIRE
STAFF WRITER

How does Dbacteria
grow? What's the proper
way to wash your hands?
Can vou improve dietary
hakits by understanding
food labels.

These are just some of
the key questions that
students in Camie Walk-
er’s fifth-grade class at
Murdy Elementary
Sechool in Garden Grove
will focus on this year.

Walker,” a  20-year
teacher at the Garden
Grove Unified School Dis-
trict campus, was one of
34 teachers nationwide to

ence students
swab, observe, learn

participate in an eight-
day training program in

Washington, D.C., over

the surmmer.
“It was an amazing ex-
periencs,” she said. “Stu-
. dents will get their hands
wet with microbiology
and see that sclence is a
living, breathing way to
learn about the world.”
She will, for example,
have students swab a
bathroom sink, cellphone,
desk or something else
and put the materiai into
a petri dish. The kids will
then watceh the bacteria

grow.

There will alsobe 2 hand-
washing lesson, where kids
will wash their hands with =
matertal that allows you to
see germs under a black
light.

During the program, the
teachers traveled to Food
and Drug Administration
farme and met their scien-
tists. They learned about
the spread of food-horne ill-
nesses, the science behind
safe  food-handling and
preparation, and howto use
food labels to understand
the rutritional value of the
foods you eat. They left with
lab experiments to conduct

MATD;CONTRIBUT

to learn mere about food
science.

In December, Walker will
travel to a conference in
Kansas City to learn to
teach other instructors in
the district how to imple-
ment food-science lessons
into their classes next year.

Walker is a combination
teacher, meaning she cov-
ers every subject - science,
Enghish, social studies. But,
she says, food science hes
become a passion of hers,

“These lessons will hope-
fully help them heccme
more aware and develop
better sanitary and dietary
habits,” Walker said. “I'm
really excited.”

CONTACT THE WRITER:
714-704-3707 of
chaire@ocregisier.com
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Honey buns were our

- weakness as a kid, Those
* prepackaged

pastry
swirls laced with honey
and cinnamon were the fa-
vored after-school snack,

" grabbed on the way home

from school for a quarter,
maybe less back in the
early "70s.

Brainiac hasn't had one

. for years. We've gone to

fancy and fresh donuts in

~our adulthood, but 'the

memories of those gooey
and sweet treats came
flooding back this week as
we wandered down Nos-
talgia Trail in a Facebook

group called “You Know

You Grew Up In Garden
Grove When ... ."

We didn't grow - up
there, nor did we come of
age in Westminster, which
we wrote about last week
in a similar fashion, but
the memories shared on
posts on the page felt al-
most universal, starting
with those honey buns
that Dean Watsom men-
tioned picking up along
with a chocolate milk at
Pronto Market on his way

to Walton Junior High

School every day.
Jeanette Webley got

the conversation started

when she posted a ques-

tionn — “Does any body re- :

member Pronto Market
on the corner of Chapman

and West when Bud was
still alive and he ran it?” -
and invited everyone to
share their memories of
Pronto and Bud and grow-.

ing up in the heart of Gar-
den Grove.
A whole bunch of

grown-up Walton - kids
chimed in, including Ran=
dy Eove, the first one to
mention fishing in a lake,
or maybe it was more of a
pond, between the inter-
mediate school and the
market. ‘

“What was the name of
that little lake???” Love
asked. :

“Kids Haven,” = an-
swered Debra Phillips

" Barguin.

“Has been a long time,”

Love replied: “Talked to
‘my brother who still lives

i GG. (He) said it’s there,
just not used.”

That got others talking
about the lake, or maybe
the pond, about catching
crawdads there and just

having a grand old time in-

a place that, officially or
not, everyone knew as

Kids Haven. Though per- .

haps it's true purpose was
much more utilitarian.
“Pond? It was a storm

water catchment,” Bruce
Witt said. “Fun though.” .

We were thoroughly in-
trigued by now and
hopped cn Google to see if

we could verify that the
lake-pond-catchiment was
in fact still there. With the
satellite map . view we
zoomed in to the intersec-
tion of Chapman ‘Avenue
and West Street where,
bless our britches, we
spotted the catchment- "
pond-lake. . :

It's located right behind -

'Certified Market - could

that be the old Pronto
Market? Probably! - and
above the baseball fields
on the east side of Chap-
man Avenue. An I,-shaped
pool of greenish water
surrounded by trees. And
Witt was right: It'slabeled

_on the map as West Street

Basin. ‘ .
From there, the conver-

gation veered into other

areas: The legless old mar

"who cruised around in a

wagon, selling pencils and
pens. The “old and kinda
grumpy” ice cream truck

~driver. The Helms bakery

truck and the Foremost
milk man.
- Good memories grow-
ing up in Garden Grove.
And now you’ll have to
excuse us me while we
walk to the liquor store for
a honey bun. A yummy,
sticky honey bun.

. Got a question, comment,

story idea? T14-796-7787 or
Brainiac@ocregister.com



School lunch prices
stay the same
7 years running

Gas, vegetables and milk prices
may be going up - but school lunches
eertainly aren't. At least in the Gar-
den Grove Unified School District.

For the seventh straight year,
school lunch prices remain un-
changed, according to district offi-
cials.

Tunch  prices are: elementary
schools, $L50; intermediates, $2; high
schools, $2.50; reduced-price, 40
cents at all levels.

Preakfast prices are slightly cheap-
er and milk is 50 cents for a half pint.

Children may buy meals with cash,
or parents can prepay with a check at
their child’s school or online at
myschoolbucks.com.  Information:
TH-663-6155. )

o - Chris Haire

) PAUL BERSEBACH, FILE PHOTO
The Red Cross will hoid a blood drive
today at Garden Grove Hospital.

Blood drive today at
Garden Grove hospital

"The Red Cross wants your blood.

A bicod drive is scheduled noon to .

615 p.m. today at Garden Grove Hos-
pital, 12601 Garden Grove Blvd. The
Red Cross is handling the drive in the
hospital’s Litke Auditorium.

One pint of donated blood can save
tp to three lives; according to the Red
Cross. The most needed donations
are of type O-, A~, B- and AB, and pla-
telets.

To schedule an appeiniment, con-

tact Christine Tran at 714-658-183 or
sign up online at RedCrossBlood.org
using the sponsor code: ggh.

- - Amy Wang
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Doyouhave what it takes
to keep Audrey IT'in line?

If you think so - and you
have a love of rock musicals
— head down Monday and
Tuesday to the Gem Thea-
ter in Garden Grove for
open auditions to act in
“Little Shdp of Horrors.”

One More Production is

The Gem Theater in Garden
Grove is holding auditions
for a staging of ‘Little Shop

of Horrors.”

putting on the famous Alan
Menken musical, shout a
Venus flytrap from outer
space that has an appetite
for human flesh, in Oetober.

The Gem’s doors open at
6:30 p.m. and auditions be-
ginat 7 pan. They are walk-
in auditions, so you do ot
need to make an appoint-

ment.

Preparel6te 32 bars of a
song to sing and bring
sheet music in the correct
key for the accompanist.
Candidates will also dance
and must provide a head
shot and resume.

- Amy Wang

H. LGRREN AU JR., FILE PHOTO
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Two Garden Grove
students learn
~as research fellows

Two Garden Grove high scheol stu-
dents are well on their way to becom-
ing doctors or big-time sclentists -
thanks to some advice from the peo-
ple who fight cancer.

Jair Fabian, a
sendor at Bolsa
High

and
Naney Nguyen,
a senior at Ran-
Alamitos
High, were two
of 19 Orange
stu-
dents to recent-
ly finish the
Science
Fellows Program at UC Irvine’s Can-
cer Research Institute.

As a part of the program, students
worked alongside faculty, graduate
students, postdoetoral researchers
and technicians for six hours a day.

They alse attended weekly meet-
ings for advice on careers and college
admissions. The program concluded
with each student presenting inde-
pendent research Aug. 7.

- Amy Wang
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Aug. 27, 2015

One-man musical
celebrates Whitman

“O Captain! My Captain!” 19th
century poet Walt Whitman is com-
ing to the Garden Grove stage ina

-one-man play filled with poetry and
catchy tunes.

if you go The full-length
When: 7 p.m. show, - Wali Whit-
Sunday - man Sings!,” is di-
Where: Mike ~ Fected and per-
Fountain formed by John
Stage, The Slade and includes
Strawberry 5ot just Whitman’s
Bowl 12762 poems, but letters
Main St., Gar-  from the poet’s
den Grove friends.  Perfor-
g?rt ifn?g' mances range
?14-928-. _frorp a simple rec-
1894 itation of a poem,

to chants, songs
and even rap.

The show runs 80 minutes with-
out an intermission. Slade will put
on his final performance of the show
Sunday evening. Food and drinks
are availabie at the venue.

~ Brooke E. Seipel

Garden Grove, Westminster get n mey to amm water

BY CHRIS HAIRE
STAFF WRITER

Garden Grove and West-
minster recently received
thousands of dollars from
the Orange County Tran-
sportation Authority to.im-
prove water quality in their
cities.

Garden Grove received
£200,000 to retrofit an irri-
gation system at the me-
dian- on Magnelia Street
from Westminster Avenue
to Trask Avenue and Lamp-
gon Avenue to Chapman
Avenue. )

The city will provide
$85,780 for the project.

The irrigation system is
part of an overall median-
improvement project that

. should’ begin in ahbout a

year, said Public Works Di-
rector Bifl Murray. It willin-
clude planting drought-tol-
erant landscaping.

The irrigation system
will be more efficient than
the current sprinkler sys-
tem and will help reduce
water usage and preserve
streets, Murray said.

“4 lot of our streets are
having problems,” he said.
“And a lot of that is because
the spray gets on the as-

phalt and damages it. This.

project will help us reduce
water and preserve the as-
phalt.” | .

Garden Grove is also in-
stalling eight = filters on
storm drains in the Magno-
lia area to keep debris and
pollutants out of water-

ways. o

Westminster  received
$126,414 to install 77 catch
hasins, which' collect rain-
water, throughout indus-
trial, commercial and high-
density residential areas.
The city will contribute
$44 A75.

Westminster  officials
couldn't Immediately he
reached for a comment. It is
unciear whether the pro-

ject has begun.

The money Garden
Grove and Westminster re-
ceived is part of a $3 miilion

_.allocation for projects in 17

cities and and the unincor-
porated Ladera Ranch
Other cities in north
Orange County include
Orange, Fullerton and Ana-

- heim.

The money cohtes from
Measure M, a half-cent
sales tax that voters ap-
proved in 2006 for tran-
sportation improvements.
The measure included mo-
ney for environmental clea-
nup.

The autherity received
26 applications from 20 ci-
ties and the county. It ap-
proved 18 projects focusing
on everything from clean-
ing up litter and debris, up-
grading cateh basins and
filters to prevent pollutants
from getting imfo water-
Ways. '

COMTALT THE WRITER:
714-7T04-3707 or
chaire@ocregister.com
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Overachievers, check this out
Chamber holds Friday meetings
The Garden Grove Chamber's
Governmental Affairs Commit-
tee meets the second Friday of
the month from 7:30 to 9 a.m. at
the Community Meeting Center,
11300 Stanford Ave. in Garden
Grove. For more information, call
the chamber ai 714-638-7950.

Grief support

The Grief Share Support Group
is for mothers who have lost chil-
dren of every age.

The group meets Thursday eve-
nings at 12831 Olive St,, Garden
Grove.

For more information, call 714-
892-1520 or 714-343-7616.

Learn about Alzheimer's

The Alzheimer's Association of
Orange County hosts a support
group to provide an opportunity
to meet other caregivers and
families, share experiences and
exchange ideas. These meetings
are free and open to all caregivers
and family members of individuals
with dementia. All groups listed
are in compliance with chapter
and national standards. This

is a faith-based meeting and_
may include prayer or pastoral
speaker, and will take place at 1
p-m. Saturdays at Christ Cathe-
dral, 12141 Lewis St. in Garden
Grove. For more information, call
Peggy Woelke at 714-634-2161.

Join the staff of the Gedarbrook
Dance Center for nights of square
dangcing, line dancing, round
dancing (pre-choreographed
social dancing) and salsa. The
Dance Center is at 12812
Garden Grove Blvd. For more
information on classes, call Eileen
Silvia at 949-637-4169.

Eco-friendly storytime

Family storytime all through the
summer will highlight books about
our environment and the animals
that live in rivers, oceans and icy
places. All ages are encouraged

to attend at 7 p.m. every Tuesday

at the Garden Grove Regional
Library, 11200 Stanford Ave. in
Garden Grove. For more informa-
tion, call 714-530-0711.

Rotary Club to meet

The Rotary Club of Garden Grove
meets at 12:10 p.m. Wednesdays
at The Marriott Hotel, at Chapman
Avenue and Harbor Boulevard in
Garden Grove.

GG Kiwanis to meet

The Kiwanis Club of Garden
Grove hosts dinner meetings at

7 p.m. Thursdays at Kiwanisland,
9840 Larson Ave. Social hour be-
gins at 6 p.m. For more informa-.

" tion, call 714-892-7267,

School Board to meet

The Garden Grove Unified School
District holds its regular meetings
at 7 p.m. the first and third Tues-
day of each month at the district

offices, 10331 Stanford Ave. in
Garden Grove.
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My favorite Italian
eatery turns 40

Tony on the Town
Carolina’s is offering

special deals to celebrate
the milestone

By Tony Cheong

Carolina’s Italian Restaurant,
which I reviewed a couple of
years ago for this paper’s Dining
& Entertainment section, might
have the best [talian food in
Garden Grove, and is one of the
go-to Ttalian eateries in Orange
County.

Carolina’s — a homey, strik-
ingly beautiful and artistic place
on the inside, but set in, frankly,
an ugly neighborhood at 12045
Chapman Ave. in Garden Grove
— turns 40 this year.

Because of this, owner Tim
Thrahim is sending out $10 gift
certificates and offering free
appetizers to those who book
private Happy Hours.

Tim is a great guy who gives
back to the community in so
many ways. He doesn't just serve

up delicious food, he genuinely
cares about Garden Grove and
actively works with City Hall,
police and schools.

His restaurant suffered afire a
couple years ago, and it was amaz-
ing how quickly he procured the
proper permits and fixed up the
place, which included certain
renovations that made it even
more attractive.

Oh, and this foodie must get
back to the food.

There’s, of course, all kinds of

- pastas and pizzas, straight-out-of-

the-oven breads, steak, seafood
and a massive choice of brews
(more than 400, to be exact).

I was in a simple mood so I or-
dered the chicken marsala, which
is sliced chicken breast sauteed
with mushrooms and garlic with
marsala and marinara over penne
pasta. This isn’t a food review so
I'll keep it simple: Yum!

One item youmust try at Caro-
lina’s is the ministrone soup (the
only soup the restaurant serves).
I think it's the best in Orange
County. It's served in a chicken
base with a slew of wonderful
fresh veggies: tomatoes, carrots,
potatoes, Italian squash and white
cabbage.

I'm not a beer drinker but
here are three interesting drinks
among that huge selection: Dan--
ish Style Red Lager, Wreck Alley
Imperial Stout and Davy Brown
Ale. This place isabeer drinker’s
paradise.

Call 714-971-5551 or visit Caro-
linasitalianrestaurant.com for
more information.

Happy 40th, Carolina’s!

Do you have a comment, ques-
tion or news tip for Tony? Email
her at tonyontown@yahoo.com.



Hollday closure :
' In observarice of the Labor
ay hollday, Garden Grove: Clty

ash pick-up and street
‘sweeping services will not be
:'pr ‘V|ded on the holiday,
“For more information on street -
‘sweeplng, call the Public Works
Department at 714-741 5375

ffEIks event

A lunich and presen‘catlan by

Steve Snyder, author and speaker,

will be held at 11:30 am. Sept.
10 al Elks Lodge #1952, 11551 -
Trask Ave. in Garden Grove.
Snyder was a member of the
Grampaw Pettibone Squadron of
the Association of Naval Aviation,
For more information, go to
www.gpsanaorg, - ,
Progress on solar
Garden Grove has joined
Stanton in creating a streamlined
permitting process for residents

who which 1o install solar panels -

on rocftops. vl R
The City Council !ast Week i
‘approved. changmg the perm
ting process, which will make it .
easierand "heaperto install solar
il T must vo‘[e one.

Speclal Report Part II:
Prep Sports Rewew

: Ora,n:gaCounty News
_Aug. 26, 2015

: Photc by Jesus A Rurz -
Welcome to Part Il of our Prep Sports Prewew In5|de vou'll fmd out everything you
need to know about Garden Grove sports. Here, Pacifica High School goalie Daniel
Issacson denies a Downey High shot during a game last season at Downey. Downey
won, 10-2. A late goal in the fourth period by Downey High sealed the non-league vic-
tory, which was a nail-biter until the final minutes. Mariners head coach Eric Anderson

- feels his team will be strong this season. For full coverage, see Page 12.

Amber Tran named
Voice of Garden Grove

R S RS IS IS |

: Courtesy photo

Last week, at Garden Grove s final summer concert, the winner of this year’s Voice of
Garden Grove was chosen among five local high school students. The student who
took home the title Voice of Garden Grove 2015 and won a $500 cash prize was Amber
Tran from Bolsa Grande High School. Tran sang “At Last” by Etta James. Mariah Abato
from Pacifica High School was announced runner-up and received a $250 cash prize. .
‘From left are Voice of Garden Grove 2014 Kang Lo Tran and Voice of Garden Grove :
2015 competitor Anna Pham. s




GG kids participate in Kayak Day

- IFB No. 8-1178

Photo by Jamie Rector

Mentors and children frem Orange County — including two from Garden Grove — par-
ticipated in the Big Brothers, Big Sisters UnitedHealthcare Special Kayak Day recently.
The event was held in Newport Beach’s Back Bay. Kayak Day is part of the “Big F.U.N.”
(fitness, understanding, nutrition) program, a summer-long series of events sponsored
by UnitedHealthcare to help encourage healthy habits among Big Brothers, Big Sis-
ters of Orange County children. Besides kayaking, other events of the day included
playing volleyball, Frisbee, and lawn games. From left are mentor Gabby Grimes of
Costa Mesa; Dariana, 15, of Garden Grove; mentor Kathyrn Zarkos of Seal Beach; and
Vanessa, 8, of Garden Grove. !

Nearly $3 Million
awarded to improve
water quality

Seventeen cities and the county received funding to
improve water quality through OCTA’s Measure M

The Orange County Transpor-
tation Authority board recently
allocated nearly $3 million to
improve water quality in Orange
County.

The funds come from Measure
M, a half-cent sales tax approved
by Orange County voters in 2006
for transportation improvements.
The ballot measure includes
funding for an environmental
cleanup program that awards
money on a competitive basis to
cities and the county for projects
that reduce the impacts of water
pollution related to transporta-
tion.

Protecting the county’s natural
resources, while at the same time
improving the transportation
network, is a key promise made
to voters in Measure M,

After reviewing 26 applications
from 20 cities and the County
of Orange, the OCTA board ap-
proved to make $2.9 million avail-
able for 18 projects focused on
removing visible pollutants, such

Orange County News
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as litter and debris, from roads
before they reach waterways.
These projects include purchas-
ing or upgrading screens, filters
and inserts for catch basins, as
well as other deévices designed
to remove pollutants.

The following cities, along
with the County of Orange,
received funding: Fullerton, La
Habra, Orange, Westminster,
Mission Viejo, Tustin, Buena
Park, Lake Forest, Fountain
Valley, Placentia, Rancho Santa
Margarita, Irvine, Cypress, Gar-
den Grove, Anaheim, Brea and
Laguna Hills.

The OCTA board has approved
funding for 102 projects since
the inception of this program in
2011, totaling just more than $11
million. An estimated half million
cubic feet of trash has since been
captured as a result of the instal-
Jation of these devices.

For more information of the
Measure M water quality pro-
gram, visit octa.net/water.

City of Garden Grove
Notice Inviting Sealed Bids (IFB)

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received at

the office of the Purchasing Agent for the City of Garden
Grove, Room 220, Second Floor, 11222 Acacia Park-

- way, Garden Grove, CA 92840 to Provide One New and

Unused 2015 Godwin Dri-Prime CD225 Portable- Trailer
Mounted Pump per the technical specifications. A copy of
the bid document may be obtained from the City of Gar-
den Grove's website. Direct any questions regarding this
bid process to Sandra Segawa via email at sandras@
garden-grove.org. Bids are due and will be opened in the
office of the Purchasing Agent at 2:00 p.m. on Monday,
September 21, 2015. Bids received after that exact time
will not be considered. .

Dated: August 19, 2015

Sandra Segawa, C.P.M., CPPB
Purchasing Agent
City of Garden Grove
11222 Acacia Parkway
Garden Grove, CA 92840
Orange County News '
15-50549
Publish Aug. 19, 26, 2015

City of Garden Grove ‘
Request for Proposals (RFP)
RFP No. 5-1176

Notice is hereby given that sealed proposals

 will be received at the office of the Purchasing Agent for

the City of Garden Grove, second floor, Room 220, 11222

| Acacia Parkway, Garden Grove, CA 92840 For City of
| Garden Grove Annual Audit. Contractors interested in

submitting a proposal for this project are required to at-
tend a MANDATORY pre-proposal meeting scheduled
for 10:00 a.m., Friday, September 11, 2015, at Garden
Grove City Hall, Third Floor Training- Room, located at
11222 Acacia Parkway, Garden Grove, CA 92840, A
copy of the RFP document may be obtained from the City
of Garden Grove's website. Questions can be directed to
Sandra Segawa via email at sandras@garden-grove.org
Proposals are due in the office of the Purchasing Agent
by 2:00 p.m. on Friday, September 25, 2015. Proposals
received after that exact time will not be considered.

Dated: August 26, 2015

Sandy Segawa, C.P.M., CPPB
Purchasing Agent
City of Garden Grove
11222 Acacia Parkway
Garden Grove, CA 92840
Orange Couniy News
15-5055

- 7
Publish Aug. 26, Sept. 2, 2015

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE PLANNING
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF GARDEN GROVE
WILL HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING AT THE COURTYARD
CENTER, 12732 MAIN STREET, GARDEN GROVE,
CALIFORNIA, ON THE DATE * INDICATED BELOW
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER ALL EVIDENCE AND
REPORTS RELATIVE TO THE APPLICATION(S}
DESCRIBED BELOW:

< THURSDAY, 7:.00 P.M., SEPTEMBER 17, 2015

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. CUP-047-2015

A request for Conditional Use Permit approval
to operate a new, approximately 3,748 square foot,
educational institution, Bodhi Youth of America, at 8762
Garden Grove Boulevard #102. The site is in the GGMUZ2
(Garden Grove Mixed Use 2) zone. The project is exempt
pursuant to CEQA Section 15301 — Existing Facilities.

ALL INTERESTED PARTIES are invited to attend said
Hearing and express opinions or submit evidence for or
against the proposal as outlined above, on September 17,
2015, W you challenge the application in Court, you may
be limited to raising only those issues you or someone
else raised at the public hearing described in this notice,
or in written correspondence delivered to the Planning
Commission at, or prior to, the public hearing. Further
information on the above may be obtained at the Planning
Services Division, City Hall, 11222 Acacia Parkway, or by
telephone at (714) 741 5312.

DATE:

August 24, 2015
PUBLISH:

August 26, 2015
Orange County News
15-50572
Publish Aug. 26, 2015



The secret’s out:

Gem production is a winner

Erika Baldwin, playing Lily,
steals the show in “The Secret Garden”

By Angela Hatcher

One More Production’s latest
musical, “The Secret Garden,” is a
family classic

that is based on the beloved
Frances Hodgson Burnett 1900s
children’s novel, adapted for the
stage by Marsha Norman and is
known for its beautiful music by
Lucy Simon (sister of wellknown
pop singer Carly Simon).

A heartwarming and engaging
personification of a children’s story
for grown-ups, Director Damien
Lorton brings charm and fluency
to his storytelling with a superb
cast and an incredibly rich musi-
cal score.

The story revolves around a
young orphan girl, Mary Lennox
(Sophia Scarsi),

who is sent to live with an uncle
she has never met, and she finds
herself in his sprawling English
manor — worlds away from India
— the only home she’s ever known.
Adapting to her newlife, Mary soon
learns that Uncle Archibald (Duane
Thomas) is stll reeling from the
loss of his young wife, Lily, who
died over a decade ago, and Uncle
Archie hasno room in his heart for
anyone else or anything new.

There are secrets and mystery

surrounding the grand old estate,
and in time, Mary comes across
a locked and neglected Victorian
garden. From Mary’s discovery
of the overgrown secret garden,
a spiritual reawakening and emo-
tional rebirth for all soon begins.

With full acting range, 12-year-
old Sophia Scarsi immortalizes the
role of Mary, and she doesn't skip
a beat while bringing her skillful
interpretation of her character to
her audience. As the “Goldilocks”
of “The Secret Garden’s” many
interpretations of the musical,
Scarst’s performance is not too hot,
nor too cold, because she portrays
Mary Lennox with just the right
amount of 20th Century insight and
curiosity to make the story about a
precocious young orphan girl secin
relevant, fresh, and meaningful.

“She (Sophia) has always loved
singing and dancing from a very
young age. It started when che
was about 4 years old and she's just
gone on from there,” said Sophia’s
beaming father, John.

As the ethereal gardener, Lily,
Erika Baldwin is the true soul of the
show. Her beautiful soprano sing-
ing voice and in-depth acting rivet
the audience’s attention whenever
she appears on stage.

Lily's emanation of love is so
incredibly powerful that she is
actually more the guardian angel
and less of the beguiling woman
who is haunting her loved ones’
dreams and memories.

A highlight is the duet, “Lily’s

Eyes,” a powerful and beautifully
harmonized performance by Ar-
chibald (Duane Thomas) and his
physician-brother, Neville (Chris
Peduzzi). Another incredible num-
ber is “How Could I Ever Know;”
sung beautifully by Archibald
(Thomas} and Lily (Baldwin).

A special mention must also go
to the spirited and blithe Rebecca
Silverman portraying the chamber-

maid, Martha. Other notably fine -
performances are by Ira Trachter *

as Ben, Connor Dapkus as Colin,

Brandon Taylor Jones as Dickon, ©:

Carmen Tunis-as Mrs. Medlock,

; and Nickie Gentry as Rose.

) ‘Wally Huntoon’s minimal set de-
sign and Jon Hyrkas’ simple touch

in his lighting design are creative . -

ways of utilizing empty space thatis
echoing the isolation and loneliness
of the characters.

Again, the key element in this
musicalis the intricate score, which
is quite impressively executed by
Toni Helms on piano and a busy
Kevin Weed on percussion.

The Gem’s “The Secret Garden”
is in full bloom.

 “The Secret

- Garden”

- The Gem Theatre
12852 Main St.

- . Garden Grove

- Phone: 714-741-9550,
- www.onemoreproduc-
i tions.com
.Runs through Sept. 13.




Boy, 14, shoots éﬁlammering bullet into gun

BY ALYSSA DURANTY
STAFF WRITER

GARDEN GROVE ¢ Al4-year-old boy
was hospitalized Wednesday
night after he shot himself while
attempting to hammer a too-large
hullet into a revolver, officials
said. : ,
The unidentified teen was in-
side his home at 9:07 p.m. in the
14000 block of Hope Street when

he was attempting to fit a 9 mm

cartridge into a .38 caliber revol- -

ver cylinder, police Lt. Bob Bogue
said.

Officialz said the boy began
hammering the cartridge into the
gun but it was too large to fit,
causing the bullet to shoot into his
left hand and then his leg.

He was taken to UCI Medical
Center in Orange, where he is ex-
pected to survive.

The gun is not registered tc
either of his parents, and it was
not reported stolen, Bogue said.

“Tt seems like an accident, and ]
don’t think there was any mali-
cious intent,” Bogue said.

Police seized the bullets, and nc
one else was injured.

CONTACT THE WRITER:
714-796-7802 or
aduranty@ocregister.com
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Garden Grove man arrested in Vacaville shooting

BY ALMA FAUSTO
STAFF WRITER -

A 20-year-old Garden

matehing
witnesses’
description
in a hotel

Grove man was arrested in
Northern California after

police said he fired shots in |

downtown Vacaville during
a dispute on Sunday.

Vacaville police said that
at 2 am., officers were
flagged down by a witness
who reported seeing a man
fire multiple shots near a
parking lot behind a bar in
the 500 block of Main
Street.

The man was later identi-
fled as Anthony Pech of
(Garden Grove, according to
Vacaville police.

Officers found a car

lot. . They
saw a hand-
gun under
the passen-
ger’s seat.

Officers waited to see if
anyone would come to the
car. Shortly after, Pech ap-
proached the car and police
tried to talk to him.

“Pech ran from officers
back into the hotel. Officers
chased him through the ho-
tel, up to the third floor and
back down and out .a back
door,” Vacaville police Sgt.
David Spencer said.

After Pech refused to

Pech

Register
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" stop several times, officers

fired a bean bag round that .
disabled him, and he was
arrested.

Inthe investigation, offic-
ers found that Pech had ar-
gued with someone behind
a bar before firing the gun

“into the air.

He was bocked on suspi-
cion of unlawful discharge
of a firearm, resisting ar-
rest, having a concealed
firearm, possession of an
unregistered handgun and
conspiracy. He was booled |
into the Solano County jail.

Anyone with information
about the incident is asked
to call Vacaville police Offic-
er Andrew Shaw at 707-
449-5200.



BY NICOLE EINBINDER
STAFF WRITER

Red-light cameras are
staying putin Los Alamitos
and Garden Grove, the last
two Orange County cities
still using the devices.

The Les Alamitos City
Council voted 5-0 Monday
night to renew the eity's
agreement with Redflex
Traffic Systems Inc., the

cameras, after the five-year
contract was set to expire
in September.

And on Tuesday, the Gar-
den Grove .City Council
chose to keep its red-light
cameras for now, apting not
to terminate its contract
with Redflex. The Garden
Grove council, however,
was unhappy with a statisti-
cal analysis of the system
and asked city staffers to
come back with a more
comprehensive
Garden Grove has had red-
light cameras for 15 years.

Los Alamitos will conti-
nue to pay $4,576 a month
per approach, which is one
direction heading into an
intersection, for a total of
$13,728 each month, Garden
Grove spends $2,900 per
approach for a total of
$3L900 every month to
maintain the technology.

Couneil members cited
safety,
and major traffic within Los

teway eity into the county -
as reasons for their vote.

“I think every city has its
own unigque circumstances
and for us it’s traffic and to
financially balance our pub-
lic safety needs,” Los Ala-
mitos Mayor Pro Tem Troy
Edgar said. “The cameras
condition the behavior of
drivers on major intersec-
tions, and once they are
aware of where the came-
ras areit acts as a deterrent
to limit the amount of un-
safe and illegal accidents.”

Santa Ana ended its con-
‘tract with Redflex in June,
while other cities, like Hun-
tington Beach and Laguna
Woods, removed the came-
ras in response to growing
complaints. Residents and

company that provides the

legal

report.

cost-effectiveness, -

Alamitos — considered a ga-

Register
Aug. 26, 2015

- lLos Alamitos, Garden Grove
 vote to keep red-light cameras

KEM STEINHARDT, FILE PHOTO

Los Alamitos and Garden Grove are the last two cities in
Orange County using red-light cameras.

others said the program en-
couraged rear-end colli-
sions because cars stopped
too abruptly, created a fi-
nancial burden with steep
and enforcement
costs and interfered with
safe driving as drivers fo-
cused less on the road and
more on avolding a ticket.

Edgar said the 24-hour
cameras enable the Los
Alamitos Police Depart-
ment to better utilize its re-
sources, instead of gending
officers to the intersections
of Los Alamitos Boulevard
and Katella Avenue - where
two cameras are sel up -
and Bloomfield Street and
Katella Avenue, where one
camera is employed.

The city launched the
Red Light Camera Enforce-
ment program in 2005. The
number of red light viola-
tions has decreased by 33
percent sinee the first four
months of the program, and
the city has seen a 38 per-
cent deeline in the average
number of traffic collisions
since the program began,
according to the staff re-

port.

While Redflex pushed for
2 $30,000 cancellation fee if
the city terminated the con-
tract without cause, the city

negotiated at the meeting

to waive the fee.

However, Log Alamitos
Mayor Richard Murphy
acknowledged that the eity
would likely only remove
the cameras if they were
ruled illegal at the state le-
vel.

“The Police Department
is convinced it does what

‘to

it's supposed to do safety-
wise and the chief has a lot
of credibility in our city so L
think that’s really the per-
suading factor,” he said.

One attendee voiced his
concerns against the came-
ras.

“Mainly, they don't
work,” said Jim Lissner, 69,
of Hermosa Beach. “If
yow've lived in Los Al, you
Imow where the cameras
are 5o you're unlikely to get
a ticket. Most of the tickets
are going to go to visitors.”

He cited what he consi-
dered to be exorbitant costs
of the program, compared
neighboring  Garden
Grove, and duestioned how
the staff report determined
the numbers that affirmed
reduced accident figures.

In an email to the couneil,
James Wallcer, executive di-

rector of the National
Motorists Association
Foundation, argued that

the cameras damage the lo-
cal economy since the ma-
jority of ticket fines go to
either Sacramento or cam-
era companies based out-
side of the state.

But Los Alamitos Coun-
cilman Warren Kusumoto
said residents’ safety re-
mains his utmost priority.
He recalled outside the
meeting how as a teen he
was hit by a car that ran a
red light and spent eight
days in the hospital.

The driver was never ap-
prehended, he said.

Register staff writer
Chris Haire contributed
to this report.




OCTA pledges $56 million
in taxes for streetcar project

Pfoposed route
would span

4 miles from" -

Santa Ana to
Garden Grove. .

BY NICOLE KNIGHT SHINE'

STAFF WRITER

In a bid to win federal ap-
proval and matching funds

for a new foray into light

rail, the board of the

Orange County Transpor-
tation Authority on Mon-
day pledged $56 million. in
local sales taxes to the OC
Streetear.

With the commitment,
the agency stands to gain

up to $144 million from a
competitive federal grant
program called New Starts
to spend on the planned
$289 million light-rail line.
The hop-on, hop-off service

COURTESY OF CITY OF SANTA ANA

This rendering showé plans for a $289 miliion streetcar
line proposed to run through downtown Santa Ana.

would carry commuters,
tourists and shoppers to
jobs, stores and the Santa
Ana train station, travers-

SEE OCTA® PAGE 6

0C Streetcar
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The hop-on, hop-off OC Streetcar would carry commuters, tourists and

0CTA

ing 4 densely populated
miles from Santa Ana to
(Garden Grove.

Supporters  say . the
streetcar would  bring
much-needed mass transit
to car-centric ~ Orange
County. Crities contend ri-
dership estimates of 6,000
passengers per day seem
optimistie, and say operat-
ing costs will be steep.

With fares projected to
cover 30 percent of the
streetear’s estimated $5
million annual cost of oper-
ation, OCTA Director Mi-

chelle Steel, who repre-
sents District 2 on the
Orange County Board of

Supervisors, said, “We have
to think about ... how we're
going to cover these ex-
)1)911"1131:.,)

Under a deal approved in
July, OCTA will pay 90 per-

shoppers to jobs, stores, and the Garden Grove and Santa Ana train stations,

Source: 0CTA

cent of the balance, with
Santa Ana covering 10 per-
cent.

Others asked about a fall-
back plan if state and feder-
al funds fall through. Santa
Ana Mayor Miguel. Pulido,
an OCTA director and
champion of the project,
said, “Without a project,

we're not going to get any

money.”
Anaheim Mayor Tom
Tait, who voted against the

pledge, questioned the cost

and ridership estimates. He
pointed to the Anaheim Re-
gional Transportation In-
termodal Center, where the
city is shoring up a multi-
million operating deficit af-
ter financial projections

traversing 4 densely populated miles.

didﬁ’t pan out.
The Federal Transit Ad-

. ministration is expected to

rate OCTA’s application
late this year or early next,
and make a final decision in

2017. The project is expect-

ed to break ground that

same year. OCTA officials

have said money from tran-
sportation sales tax Mea-
sure M is available to pay
for the entire project, but
that decision would require
board approval.

The streetcar is the
county's second recent at-
tempt at light rail. The $I

. billion CenterLine project,

scuttled about a decade
ago, was to run from Santa
Anato John Wayne Airport.

STAFF GRAPHIC



~ Driver, 21, arrested after
head-on crash with police car

BY MEGHANN M. CUNIFF
STAFF WRITER

GARDEN GROVE « A 2l-year-
old driver crashed his car
head-on into a Garden
Grove police cruiser early
Sunday.

Police suspect that Alex-
ander Berlimo was drunk
when his ear crossed into a
southbound lane as he
drove north on Knott Street
at about 3:40 a.m. A Garden
‘Grrove police officer tried to
avoid the crash and both
cars sustained major dam-

~ age, police said.

Register
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SOUTHERN COUNTIES NEWS SERVICE
A man suspected of drunken driving crashed into a police
cruiser on Knott Street in Garden Grove en Sunday.

Register
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Berlimo was taken to

- UCI Medical Center. The

officer, whose name was not
released, was injured on his
face and left hand. He was

treated at the hospital and

released.
Berlimo was arrested on
suspicion of felony drunken

driving and drmng Whjh};
unlicensed. The District At-
torney’s Office will conmdey
other charges.

Garden Grove police
arrest couple in string
of vehicle burglaries

BY ALMA FAUSTO
STAFF WRITER

Police said Friday that
they have arrested a couple
from Santa Ana on suspi-
cion of breaking into at
least 20 cars in Garden
CGrove since May.

Detectives had been in-
vestigating a string of veh-
icle burglaries in the park-
ing lots of a 24 Hour Fitness
gym on Chapman Avenue
and an LA Fitness on Valley
View Street, Sgt. Lonzo
Heves of the Garden Grove
Police Department said in a
statement.

Investigators say 27-
year-old Salvador Beltran
and 23-year-old Maria San-
chez-Avalos took wallets,
purses, cellphones and cre-
dit cards from cars of peo-
ple working out at the
gyms. Police said Sanchez-
Avalos is Beltran’s com-
mon-law wife,

“In several cases, the sus-

Beftran

Sancho-
Avalos

to fast-food restaurants/
gas stations and use the sto-
len cards,” Reyes said.

Investigators were able
to identify the suspects
through fingerprints found
on one of the cars. On Fri-
day, investigators served a
search warrant at the cou-
ple’s home and found stolen
property.

They were arrested and
later admitted to being in-

‘volved in the Garden Grove

burglaries, as well as sever-
al in Costa Mesa, Tustin
and Irvine, Reyes said.
They were hooked - on
suspicion of burglary, pos-
session of stolen property



Walker, Huckabee to speak
~at GOP state convention

MARTIN WISCKOL
STAFF £0{ UMRisY

he California Re-
publican  Party
will return to the
relative sanctuary
of Orange County next
month, when the faithful
gather at the Anaheim Mar-
riott on Sept. 18-20 for their
semiannual convention.
Featured speakers will be
presidential hopefuls Scott
Walker and Mike Hucka-
bee, both of whom will be
making their second trip of
the year to the county.
While the GOP has been
losing voter share in the
county for more than two
decades, it still represents
40 percent of the voters
here - an 8.5-percentage
point advantage over De-
mocrats. That may look like
heaven to Republicans in
the state, who account for
just 28 percent of Califor-
nia’s voters and trail Demo-
crats by 16 points statewide.
But while the state is con-
sidered out of play for the
GOP presidential nominee,
the race for the Republican
nomination could come
down to California next
June if the race remains
tight through early primar-
ies. Between that and the
large amounts of GOP do-
nations that flow from the
state, it’s unsurprising to
see candidates spendin;
time here. :
In addition to providing a
‘stage for the two candi-

dates, Republicans’ will use.

next month’s event to at-
tend to party business, net-
work and attend workshops

on campaign strategy, the

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker, above, and fellow Republi-
can presidential hopeful Mike Huckabee, below, will
attend the California Republican Party's semiannual
convention on Sept. 18-20 at the Anaheim Marriott.

SEBASTIAN SCHEINER, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

public pension dilemma
and how to become a dele-
gate to the national conven-
tion. Anaheim last hosted
the event in 2013.

The convention is open to
the public for a $90 advance
registration fee. Banquet
attendance is an additional
$100 for each, and is open to
those who don’t register for
the convention as well as
those who do. ‘

Rep. Ed Royce, R-Fuller-
ton, will be the luncheon
speaker — Saturday, and
Walker will address the
crowd at Saturday’s dinner.
Huckabee will speak at a
Friday luncheon exclusive
to the state party’s execu-
tive committee and their
guests.

Also on Saturday night, a
Royce fundraiser at Knott’s
Berry Farm will feature
Walker. Tickets are $250.

For more information or
to register for the conven-
tion, visit cagop.org. The
Saturday night banquet is
expected to sell out soon.
For information or RSVPs
for the Royce fundraiser,
call 949-474-6930 or con-
tact eva@stacy-davis.com.

JANET NGUYEN
FOR CONGRESS?

The prospects of a Repu-
blican replacing Rep. Lo-
retta Sanchez, D-Orange,

- seem unlikely, at least on

paper. But state Sen. Janet
Nguyen, R-Fountain Valley,
hasn't ruled out a run for

THE BUZZ

the geat, which Sanchez is
vacating to run for U.S. Se-
nate against Democratic
state Attorney General Ka-
mala Harris.

“If you ask me right now
today, T'd say, No,”
Nguyen told me Wednes-
day. “But I'm watching. To
say that I'm not interested
in it is completely false.”

Nguyen overcame Demo-
crats’ 4.5-percentage point
advantage to win her Se-
nate  seat
from form-
er Assem-
blyman
Jose Solo-
rio, D-San-
ta Ana, by
almost 17
points  in
November. A similar per-
formance would be needed
to overcome Democrats’ 19-
point edge in the House dis-
trict, a task made tougher
by Democrats’ historically
higher turnout in presiden-
tial election years.

Nguyen has the advan-

Nguyen

‘tage of being able to run

while retaining her current
seat if she loses, as her cur-
rent term in the state Se-
nate goes to 2018.

Former state Sen. Lou
Correa, Anaheim Council-
man dJordan Brandman
and civil servant Heberto
Sanchez of Pomona - all

‘Democrats — are the de-

clared candidates so far.

Former state Sen. Joe
Dunn and Garden Grove
Mayor Bao Nguyen - both
Democrats — and Republi-
can Irvine Councilwoman
Lynn Schott have all
opened campaign accounts
but have not announced
candidacies, typical for
those who have not made fi-
nal deeision but are explor-
ing the possibility.
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Police chief
meets with
state rep

Discussion is about the most
important issues regarding
public safety

Assemblyman Travis Allen
(R-Huntington Beach) hosted a
roundtable for local police chiefs
(including Garden Grove Chief
Todd Elgin) and law enforcement
to discuss the most important
public safety issues facing the

- 72nd Assembly District and all
of California.

“Qur local law enforcement is
critical to keeping our neighbor-
hoods and families safe. Qur
police officers put their lives on
the line every day so that we can
remain safe and they deserve the

Jtmgstrespect from our comimu-
“nities and elected- officials,” said
Allen, who represents Garden
Grove, Westminster and other
cities. “It was an honor to sit down
with our local police chiefs from
the 72nd District to discuss the

ca‘mpé{ig'ﬂ. Wlth ' ‘b__n@y
erm aﬂ i
Grove done

free atany fi
facility. -~

Courtesy photc

Assemblyman Travis Allen, sixth from left, met with police chiefs from Garden Grove
Westminster and other cities to discuss public safety. Garden Grove Police Chief Todc
Elgin is at far left; Westminster Police Chief Kevin Baker is seventh from left.

CHIEF:

key issues affecting their depart-
ments, cities and the safety of our
families throughout California.”

The roundtable was attend-
ed by local police chiefs and
representatives from Garden
Grove, Westminster, Seal Beach,
Fountain Valley, Santa Ana, Los
Alamitos and Huntington Beach.
The discussion covered a range
of issues such as AB 109, the

- “Prison Realignment of 20117,

and Proposition 47, which re-
duced penalties on nonviolent
crimes. They also discussed the
future of marijuana policies and
the importance of local control to
address the challenges surround-
ing massage parlors in Orange
County.

“There are a multitude of crimi-
nal and social issues converging
in our local communities, so it's
unusual to have a State elected
official who really wanted to hear
what’s happening at the ‘street’
level. Fighting crime and im-
proving the quality of life in our

communities takes leadershis
from everyone; so, I'm glad to see
Assemblyman Allen willing to rol
up his sleeves and partner with
law enforcement on battling some
of theseissues,” said Westminste:
Police Chief Kevin Baker,

“I appreciate that Assembly
man Allen hosted what was a very
meaningful dialogue with the
law enforcement leaders in his
district about important issues
It's clear that he is genuinely com
mitted to public safety in Orange
County,” said Todd Mattern, Los
Alamitos police chief.

Firefighters help save drowning boy

Fire chief stresses awareness, says many such incidents are avoidable

'.Qf -_arden_-:

Fire Department personnel
responded fo the 10400 block
of Garden Grove Boulevard last
week for a reported near-drown-
ing. '

Firefighter/paramedics ar-
rived on scene, and found a 3-

year-old boy who had been pulled

out of the water. It was reported
that an adult who was watching
the child had looked away for
several moments to look at his
phone. N

CPR was initiated prior to
firefighter arrival. Assessment
by Fire Department personnel
found the child to be breathing.

The child was transported to
Children’s Hospital of Orange
County for further evaluation.

“Many of the near-drowning
and drowning incidents that we
respond to are avoidable if pre-
ventive measures are in place,
and exercised,” said Fire Chief
Tom Schultz.

The Garden Grove Fire Depart-
ment offers free water watcher
tags that designate a responsible
person to watch the water and
the area around it when people
are around. These tags can be
picked up at all Garden Grove
fire stations.
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Ongoing

Overachievers, check this out .
Achievers Club 9331 is hosting
communication and leadership
meetings featuring professional
speakers at the Crystal Cathedral
Tower of Hope, 12141 Lewis St.
Meetings will be held every Thurs-
day except during Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and New Year's holiday
weeks. For more information, call
Barbara Barrientas at 714-971-
4123, e-mail bbarrientas@crystal-

cathedral.org or visit www.orgsites.

com/calachievers9331.

Chamber holds Friday meetings
The Garden Grove Chamber's
Governmental Affairs Commit-
tee meets the second Friday of
the month from 7:30t0 9 am. at
the Community Meeting Center,
11300 Stanford Ave. in Garden
Grove. For more information, call
the chamber at 714-638-7850.

Grief support

The Grief Share Support: Group is
for mothers who have lost children
of every age.

—The greup meets Thursday eve-
nings at 12831 Olive St., Garden
“Grove.

For more information, call 714-
892-1520 or 714-343-7516.

" Learn about Alzheimer's
The Alzheimer's Assaciation of
Orange County hosts a support

group to provide an opportunity to -

meet other caregivers and families,
share experiences and exchange
ideas. These meetings are free
and open to all caregivers and
family members of individuals with
dementia. All groups listed are -
in compliance with chapter.and
national standards. This is a faith-
based meeting and may include
prayer or pastoral speaker, and will
take place at 1 p.m. Saturdays at
the Crystal Cathedral Arboretum,

12141 Lewis St. in Garden Grove.-

For more information, call Peggy
Woelke at 714-634-2161. i
Dance Center hosts social i -
Join the staff of the Cedarbrook
Dance Center for nights of square
dancmg, line dancing, round danc-
ing (pre-choreographed social
dancing) and salsa. The Dance
Center is at 12812 Garden Grove

. Blvd. For more information o

classes, call Eileen Silvia at (949)
637-4169.

Eco-friendly storytime ‘
Famnily storytime all through the
summer will highlight books dbout
our environment and the animals
that live in rivers, oceans and icy
places. All ages are encouraged
to attend at 7 p.m. every Tuesday
at the Garden Grove Regional
Library, 11200 Stanford Ave. in
Garden Grove. For more informa-
tion, call 714-530-0711.

Orange County News
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Rotary Club to meet

The Rotary Club of Garden Grove
meets at 12:10 p.m. Wednesdays
at The Marriott Hotel, at Chapman
Avenue and Harbor Boulevard in
Garden Grove.

GG Kiwanis to meet

The Kiwanis Club of Garden Grove
hosts dinner meetings at 7 p.m.
Thursdays at Kiwanisland, 9840
Larson Ave. Social hour begins at
6 p.m. Call 71 4-892-7267.

City Council to meet

Anaheim City Council meetings are.
held in City Hall Council Cham
bers, 200 S. Anaheim Blvd., first.
floor. Public session commences at

~ 5 p.m. the second and fourth Tues-

days of the month. The meetings
are broadcasted on local cable
Channel 3 and can also be viewed
live online at www.anaheim.net.

School Board to meet
The Garden Grove Unified School
District holds its regular meetings
at 7 p.m. the first and third Tues-
day of each month at the district
offices, 10331 Stanford Ave. in
Garden Grove.

with your donatlon you receive :

$Q5O Vegas Bucks. Theres il

no-host bar and |t’s casual dress.

Costis $40° per person or $757
- per coup!e o
To reserve a spot (only. 150

spots aresavailable); call'7 14— Sk

891-0790.
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GARDEN GROVE

Meeting: Community Arts Re-
sources, which hosts Los An-
geles’ (icLAvia open-spaces
festival, and city staffers will
host a community meeting to
discuss Garden Grove's second
annual open streets avent. The
meeting will be at 6 p.m. Wed-
nesday in the Courtyard Center,
12732 Main St. The event, Rel-
magine Garden Grove by Day
and by Night, is Oct. 10.

Chris Haire, TI4-704-3707
chaire@ocregister.com
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GARDEN GROVE

Research students: Jair Fabian,
a senior at Bolsa Grande High
School, and Naney Nguyen, &
senior at Rancho Alamitos High,
were two of 19 Orange County
students to recently finish the
Youth Science Fellows Prograim
at UC Trvine's Cancer Research
Institute. They worked with
faculty, graduate students, post-
doctoral researchers and tech-
nicians.

Chris Haire, T14-704-3707

Register
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GARDEN GROVE

camera: The Police Department
i recommending that the City
Council renew its contract with
the company that runs Garden
Grove's red-light photo-enforce-
ment system. Garden Grove has
had red-light cameras since
2007 and, according to a staff
report for Tuesday’s meeting,
there have been less T-bone
collisions at intersections.

Chris Haire, 714-704-3707
chaire@ocregister.com
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English to Viethamease
Press Releases

THONG TIN
T Thanh Pho Garden Grove

GARDEN GROVE

Dé phd bién trén cac phwong tién truyén théng
Van phong théng tin lién lac: (714) 741-5280

Lién lac: Captain Keith Velottar, (714) 741-5634

Thudc Sd Clu Hoa
Thd Nam, 27/8/2015

THANH PHO GARDEN GROVE MO LOP HUAN LUYEN CAP cUU CPR

Thanh phd Garden Grove s& md mét I8p huén luyén dé cdp ching chi CPR / First
Aid / AED do cbng ty EMS Safety Sevices phu tréch hudng dan. Lp huén luyén s& dudc
t6 chlfc vao ngay Thr Bay, 12 thang 9, tir 8:00 gid séng - 5:00 gid chiéu. Chi phi cho 16p
hoc la $25.

CERT |& mdt td chirc tinh nguyén phdi hgp véi Sé Cltu Hoa Garden Grove v&i muc
dich huan luyén cho cu din dé& chuén bi &'ng phd, hudng dan kha nang tu vé néu cé bién
c6 xay ra. Cac thanh vién ctia d8i C.E.R.T. d& dugc hudn luyén dé gilp d8 ho trg & giai
doan dau trong trudng hdp co thién tai xay ra.

Ché ngdi cb gidi han. D& ding ky va biét dia diém t& chlic I6p hoc, vui long lién lac

éng Don Thorpe qua email tai thorpedj@yahoo.com hodc 714-376-7633. D& biét thém

théng tin lién quan dén chuong trinh C.E.R.T., vui Iong truy cap tai

http://cert.gardengrovefire.org.

#HH#

11222 Acacia Parkway ¢ P.O. Box 3070 « Garden Grove, CA 92842
www.ci.garden-grove.ca.us




THONG TIN
T Thanh Pho Garden Grove

P GARDEN GROVE

Dé phd bién trén cac phiwrong tién truyén théng
Van phong théng tin lién lac: (714) 741-5280

Contact: Mark Ladney (714) 741-5382
Public Works Department
Thir Ba, 25/8/2015

CITY HALL PONG CUA NGHI LE LAO PONG
Thanh phé Garden Grove va Trung tam H. Louis Lake Senior Center
s& déng clra vao Th{ Hai, ngay 7 thang 9, 2015 nhén dip € Lao Déng (Labor Day). Phuc
vu quét dudng va |8y rac sé khong lam viéc vao ngay I& ma dudc ddi vao nhitng ngay
khac.
DE biét thém chi tiét vé viéc quét dudng, xin goi ban Public Works tai s

(714) 741-5375.

###

11222 Acacia Parkway « P.QO. Box 3070 « Garden Grove, CA 92842
www,ci.garden-grove.ca.us




THONG TIN

Tu Thanh Pho Garden Grove

GARDEN GROVE

P& phé bién trén cac phwong tién truyén théng
Van phong thoéng tin lién lac: (714) 741-5280

Contact: Kathy Bailor (714) 741-5035
Thu Ky Thanh phd
Tha Nam, 27/8/2015
CAC cUOC HOP CONG PONG TAM THOT SE TO CHUC TAI COURTYARD CENTER

Trung tdm hop H6i ddng thanh phd Garden Grove (Community meeting center)
dang tam thdi déng clra dé€ stra sang, Vi vay cac budi hop H&i Pong, Hop Housing
Authority, Successor Agency, va cac cudc hop vé sinh khu vuc (Sanitary District) tat ca sé
dién ra tai Trung tdm Courtyard Center, toa lac tai 12732 Main Street, bat dau tu th( Ba
25 thang 8, 2015 cho dén khi cé théng bao madi.

Céc cudc hop Hoi ddng Thanh phd va Successor Agency hop vao cac ngay Thi Ba
vao tuln th(r hai va th( tu moi thédng. Closed sessions, thudng bét ddu 1Uc 5:30 chiéu,
tiép theo 1a cdc cudc hop Hoi dong thanh phd bat dau vao ldc 6:30 chiéu, trong do bao
gdm Oral Communications. Riéng céc budi hop clia Housing Authority va Sanitary District
roi vao Th( Ba tudn th( tu trong thang vao luc 6:30.

P& biét thém chi tiét, xin vui 1dng lién lac v3n phong Thu Ky Thanh phd tai (714)

741-5040.

#HH
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« Trér vé trang trude

Garden Grove chwa quyét dinh bé may chup hinh dén do
Wednesday, August 26, 2015 7:53:01 PM

Co ehd ngdi ai 16 Twee  Print Email 81 0
chay bang may 8
Hu v b nhe ‘ GARDEN GROVE, California (NV) - Trong buéi hop thuéng I ti Thir Ba, 25 Thang Tam, Hoi
nhign hit ha Péng Thanh Phé Garden Grove chwa quyét dinh cé bé may chup hinh dén dé hay khéng va
nl, . mudn xem xét thém bao cdo cua nhan vién, thee tin nhat bie The Orange County Redgister.

11871 Carson St. Hawalian Garden,
\ CA90716

PHOTO
ENFO]‘CW

{Hinh minh hoa: Linh Nguyen/Ngwor Vigt)

Bi Khdp Néa ‘ . )
Gan Xa Hgi Bong Thanh Phé cho biét ho chira hai 1dng véi ban bao céa dai 104 trang cla nhan vién, va
© yBu cAu lam mdt bao cao khac dly du hon.

TOYOTA PHOTO Blog »

A Fma e e e

(== . ... | Héthéng may chup hinh d&n da & Garden Grove g cd 15 nam nay, v& théi gian nay thanh phé
phéi quyét dinh cham dirt hodc gia han hop dong voi Redflex Traffic Systems, Inc., (RTS) cong ty
gén hé théng méay chup hinh nay tai céc giao 13 trong thanh phé.

Hién nay, Garden Grove phai trd cha RTS mai thang $31,900 38 duy tri céc hé théng nay.
» Garden Grove chua T[ung mét cudc phdng "'éﬂ trrére day cQa nhat béo‘ngi{(yi Vigt, ang Teny Aquine, ki st [uu thdng
- cha Garden Grave, cho biét, "Thanh pho khéng phai tra chi phi cho vige gan may chup hinh tal cac

nga tw, nhung phai tra $2,900/thang cho méi chidu xe chay tai mdt nga tu, cho céng ty RTS didu
hanh va bao tri hé théng may chup hinh, Thi du tai nga tw Brookhurst va Westminster Blvd., chigu
. ) X xe chay hudng Bac 1a $2,900/thang; va huong Nam | $2,900/thang. Tién tra cho RTS 14 L sd
= Ddng Cong Hoa tién phat thu duoc.”

tuyén ngwéi néi

tiéng Viét van dong

quyét dinh bo may
chup hinh dén dd

RIO CHUAN B THE VAN HOI 2018

Ong cho bidt; “Garden Grove hién cé tam ngd tu st dung may chup hinh dén do. Bé |& cac nga tw
Brookhurst/\Westminster, Valley View/Lampson, Brookhurst/Trask, Brookhurst/Chapman,

tranh i Trask/Magnolia, Harbor/Trask, Valley View/Chapman, va Brookhurst/Chapman.”
» Tour thién tép cla Ciing thea éng Tony Aquino, "C4c nga tw co gén may chup hinh gitip gidm thiéu cac tal nan dung
Liang Mai tr New %@ tram trong géy tlr vong, tuy nhién lai cd thé gay tai nan, vi xe b dung tir phia sau, khi nguéi di

Yoik aén California trude cb thang gap dé khai bj chup hinh."

Hém Thik Hai, thanh phé Los Alamitos bé phiéu tiép tuc may chup hinh d&n @3. Nhu vay, cho §én

# IROENg G nay, Orange County chi cdn hai thanh phé st dung hé théng nay. (L.N.)

Swong,' bai hat nhé
me muba Vu Lan
2015

w Dai L& Vu Lan tai tu BAI BQC THEM
vién Hoa Nghiém, 7 &
Santa Ana

BQC NHIEU NHAT»

M6t 8ng & Califarnia
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CITY OF GARDEN GROVE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Public Information Office (714) 741-5280

Contact: Captain Keith Velotta
Fire Department, 714-741-5634

Tuesday, August 26, 2015

GARDEN GROVE OFFERING CPR, FIRST AID, AED TRAINING

The City of Garden Grove’s CERT program will offer a CPR/First Aid/AED
certiﬁcation_on Saturday, September 12, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Certification
will be through EMS Safety Services, Inc. The cost for the class is $25.

C.E.R.T. (Community Emergency Response Team) is a volunteer organization
with the Garden Grove Fire Department that provides citizens training on how to
prepare for, respond to, and recover from a disaster. C.E.R.T. members are also
trained to help augment first responders in the event of a disaster.

Seating is limited. To register and receive the class location, please contact
Don Thorpe at thorpedj@yahoo.com or 714-376-7633. For more information

regarding the C.E.R.T. program, please visit http://cert.gardengrovefire.org.

###

11222 Acacia Parkway = P.O.Box 3070 = Garden Grove, CA 92842
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CITY OF GARDEN GROVE

NEWS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Erin Webb (714) 741-5313 Public Information Office (714) 741-5280
Community Development Department

GARDEN GROVE

Monday, August 24, 2015
GARDEN GROVE'S BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN MASTER PLAN MOVES FORWARD

In the City’s continued efforts to make Garden Grove a bike-friendly and
pedestrian-friendly city, Los Angeles-based Alta Planning + Design has been chosen to
develop an effective and permanent Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan (BPMP) as part of
the Sustainability Program grant awarded by Southern California Association of
Governments (SCAG). The BPMP will build on tﬁe recently completed study, *Community
in Motion,” by Cal Poly Pomona’s award-winning Department of Landscape Architecture
606 Studio.

During the week of September 14, Alta Planning + Design will conduct a bicycle
and pedestrian count-survey that will be used in the development of the BPMP. The
community is asked to participate and volunteer in the week-long study.

~ Residents will have a second opportunity to take part in the BPMP planning
process at the 2™ annual Re:Imagine Garden Grove ‘By Day and By Night’ event, on
Saturday, October 10. Alta Planning + Design will host temporary displays of proposed
crossing-improvement designs that the public can try out and provide feedback.

To volunteer for the September count-survey, contact Amanda Berman from
Community Arts Resources, producers of Re:Imagine Garden Grove, at

Amanda@carsla.net or (213) 201-6844.

For more information about the Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan or the
Sustainability Program grant awarded by SCAG, contact Erin Webb, Community
Development Department, at (714) 741-5313.

11222 Acacia Parkway « P.O.Box #W®W# » Garden Grove, CA 92842
www.ci.garden-grove.ca.us



CITY OF GARDEN GROVE

Contact: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Ana Pulido (714) 741-5283 Public Information Office (714) 741-5280
Community Relations Supervisor

Thursday, August 27, 2015

CITY ENCOURAGES LICENSING PETS

The City of Garden Grove reminds all responsible pet owners to license their
pets through OC Animal Care. Obtaining a pet license not only establishes
ownership of an animal, it increases the chances that lost pets will be reunited with
their owners, as well as protect pets, families, and neighbors from coming in
contact with rabies.

OC Animal Care, under contract with the City of Garden Grove, provides
licensing and other animal services for all residents. All dogs in Orange County
over four months of age are required by law to be licensed and vaccinated against
rabies. Residents owning or having custody of any dog must license the dog within
15 days of acquisition or within 15 days after the license becomes due. Residents
must provide proof of a California-approved rabies vaccination to obtain a license
(OCCO 4-1-70). Cat licensing is optional and available through OC Animal Care.

Licensed pets that are lost and taken to the OC Animal Care shelter can be
retrieved by their owners for free on the first day of impound. The shelter will call
and send the owner a letter, and give licensed pet owners a longer period of time to
claim their pet.

Prices for pet licensing vary, based on sterilized vs non-sterilized animals.
Senior citizen owner discounts are also available. For more information on

licensing, please call (714) 935-6848, or go to www.ocpetinfo.com.

##H
11222 Acacia Parkway ¢ P.O.Box 3070 = Garden Grove, CA 92842

www.cl.garden-grove.ca.us



MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

August 27, 2015

Calendar of Events

Minutes from the August 6 and August 20, 2015 Planning Commission
meetings.

Planning Commission agenda for the September 3, 2015 meeting.

League of California Cities, "CA Cities Advocates” dated August 21, 24, 25
and 26, 2015



GARDEN GROVE

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

August 27, 2015 - September 10, 2015

Thursday

Thursday-
Saturday

Thursday-
Sunday

Sunday

Tuesday
Thursday

Thursday-
Sunday

Friday
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

August 27

August 27-29

August 27-30

August 30

September 1
September 3

September 3-6

September 4
September 7

September 8

September 9

September 10

9:00 a.m.

8:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

Casual Day - Hawaiian Shirt Day

Zoning Administrator Meeting
City Hall, 3™ Floor Training Room

Shakespeare Orange County presents
“As You Like It”, Festival Amphitheater

One More Productions presents
"The Secret Garden”, Gem Theater

Shakespeare Orange County presents
“Walt Whitman Sings”, Festival Amphitheater

Traffic Commission Meeting, Courtyard Center
Planning Commission Meeting, Courtyard Center

One More Productions presents
“The Secret Garden”, Gem Theater

City Hall Closed
City Hall Closed

Garden Grove Unified School District
First Day of School

Closed Session, Courtyard Center
Successor Agency Meeting, Courtyard Center
City Council Meeting, Courtyard Center

Oversight Board Meeting, Courtyard Center
CANCELLED

Main Street Commission Meeting, Courtyard Center

Zoning Administrator Meeting
City Hall, 3™ Floor Training Room



GARDEN GROVE PLANNING COMMISSION
Community Meeting Center, 11300 Stanford Avenue, Garden Grove, CA 92840

Regular Meeting Minutes
Thursday, August 6, 2015

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL:

Chair O'Neill

Vice Chair Kanzler
Commissioner Mai
Commissioner Margolin
Commissioner Pak
Commissioner Paredes
Commissioner Zamora

Absent: Commissioner Mai - Due to a conflict of interest on Item No. C.1.,
Commissioner Mai recused himself at 7:02 p.m. and rejoined the
meeting at 7:35 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Commissioner Paredes.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS - PUBLIC: David Webber and Graham Allchorn referred to
an email by Rick Jerabek, submitted to staff and entered into the record, which stated
Costco Wholesale and the applicant, Eastern Seafood Buffet, had a conceptual
agreement on a revised proposal for the restaurant on the Office Depot parcel and
asked for a continuance of the hearing to a later date.

JULY 16, 2015 MINUTES:

Action: Received and filed.

Motion: Margolin Second: Zamora

Ayes: (6) Kanzler, Margolin, O'Neill, Pak, Paredes, Zamora
Noes: (0) None

Absent: (1) Mai

ITEM FOR CONSIDERATION - VARIANCE NO. V-011-2015. FOR PROPERTY LOCATED
AT 11100 AND 11102 GARDEN GROVE BOULEVARD, SOUTH SIDE OF GARDEN GROVE
BOULEVARD, WEST OF EUCLID STREET.

Applicant: David Webber
Date: August 6, 2015

Request: For the Planning Commission to consider and act on a proposed

Planning Commission o August 6, 2015



Resolution denying the Applicant’s request for Variance approval to
deviate from the required number of parking spaces, Municipal Code
Section 9.18.140.030 (Parking Spaces Required), to allow the operation
of a new 14,300 square foot restaurant/eating establishment, East
Seafood Buffet, at 11102 Garden Grove Boulevard. A Public Hearing
was held on June 18, 2015 and July 16, 2015, On July 16, 2015,
following conclusion of the Public Hearing, the Planning Commission
voted to direct Staff to prepare a Resolution of Denial of the requested
Variance for its consideration.

Action: A motion to continue the case to a re-noticed date of
Thursday, September 3, 2015 Planning Commission
meeting in order to consider a revised proposal in regard
to safety and parking concerns.

Motion: Kanzler Second: Zamora

Ayes: (6) Kanzler, Margolin, O'Neill, Pak, Paredes, Zamora
Noes: (0) None

Absent: (1) Mai

MATTERS FROM COMMISSIONERS: Vice Chair Kanzler mentioned that a Model Water
Efficient Landscape Ordinance regional group was being created to develop a model
ordinance for Orange County; that if a city does not participate, they must comply
by December 1%, however, if a city participates the compliance would be extended
for two months, which would be a benefit for Garden Grove. Staff added that the
ordinance could be adopted between October and January.

Commissioner Paredes mentioned that Maureen Blackmun suggested using the City’s
website to poll the community on its stand in regard to Poseidon, and to possibly use
this method for other topics as well. Commissioner Zamora cautioned that the idea
was good if the community was educated on the topics. Paredes then emphasized
that the purpose was to find vehicles to engage and benefit the community in the
future. Chair O'Neill added that he typically encourages people to do their own
educational research and directed them to the Orange County Water District website.

Commissioner Pak mentioned the meet and greet for the new City Manager, Scott
Stiles on Tuesday, August 11 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Commissioner Zamora asked if the Commissioners could have professional nametags
for City gatherings in lieu of the customary stickers. Staff said the matter would be
looked into.

MATTERS FROM STAFF: Staff noted that for the next five months, the Planning
Commission meetings would be held at The Courtyard Center due to the remodel of
the Community Meeting Center.

ADJOURNMENT: At 7:45 p.m. to the next meeting of the Garden Grove Planning

Planning Commission =2= August 6, 2015



Commission on Thursday, August 20, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. in the Courtyard Center,
12732 Main Street, Garden Grove.

Motion: Pak Second: Margolin

Ayes: (7) Kanzler, Mai, Margolin, O'Neill, Pak, Paredes,
Zamora

Noes: (0) None

Absent: (0) None

Judith Moore, Recording Secretary

Planning Commission =B August 6, 2015



GARDEN GROVE PLANNING COMMISSION
Courtyard Center, 12732 Main Street, Garden Grove, CA 92840

Special Meeting Minutes
Thursday, August 20, 2015

CALL TO ORDER: 6:10 p.m.

ROLL CALL:

Chair O'Neill

Vice Chair Kanzler
Commissioner Mai
Commissioner Margolin
Commissioner Pak
Commissioner Paredes
Commissicner Zamora

Absent: Pak

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Chair O'Neill.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS — PUBLIC: None.

AUGUST 6, 2015 MINUTES:

Action: Received and filed with an amendment.

Motion: Margolin Second: Paredes

Ayes: (6) Kanzler, Mai, Margolin, O'Neill, Paredes, Zamora
Noes: (0) None

Absent: (1) Pak

City Manager Scott Stiles joined the meeting at 7:05 p.m. and was introduced to the
Planning Commission by Chair O'Neill, .

STUDY SESSION - REVIEW OF THE GENERAL PLAN, ZONING, MIXED USE, AND
ASSEMBLY BILL AB551.

Staff presented an overview of the General Plan, Zoning, Mixed Use, and Assembly
Bill AB551 (Urban Agricuitural Incentive Zones Legislation).

MATTERS FROM COMMISSIONERS: Commissioner Mai asked staff if graffiti removal
on private property was also the responsibility of the City. Staff recommended that
with any case of graffiti, to please call the City’s graffiti line. Commissioner Mai
expressed that he had called in regard to a particular location, but had no response.
Staff stated they would have Public Works look into the matter.

Planning Commission s o , August 20, 2015



Commissioner Paredes asked staff what was the biggest hurdle in preventing the
hiring of City police personnel. Staff responded that every city was short on police
personnel and that cities were hiring, though hiring was difficult due to many
variables.

Chair O'Neill thanked his wife for twenty-nine years of marriage and mentioned that
they had been married in Bixby Chapel.

MATTERS FROM STAFF: Staff gave a brief description of the items for the Thursday,
September 3™ Planning Commission meeting.

ADJOURNMENT: At 8:00 p.m. to the next Regular Meeting of the Garden Grove
Planning Commission on Thursday, September 3, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. in the Courtyard
Center, 12732 Main Street, Garden Grove.

Motion: Margolin Second: Kanzler

Ayes: (6) Kanzler, Mai, Margolin, O'Neill, Paredes, Zamora
Noes: (0) None

Absent: (1) Pak

Judith Moore, Recording Secretary

Planning Commission =2- August 20, 2015



AGENDA

GARDEN GROVE GARDEN GROVE PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

SEPTEMBER 3, 2015

COURTYARD CENTER
12732 MAIN STREET

REGULAR SESSION - 7:00 P.M. COURTYARD CENTER

ROLL CALL: CHAIR O'NEILL, VICE CHAIR KANZLER
COMMISSIONERS MAI, MARGOLIN, PAK, PAREDES, ZAMORA

Members of the public desiring to speak on any item of public interest, including any item on the agenda
except public hearings, must do so during Oral Communications at the beginning of the meeting. Each
speaker shall fill out a card stating name and address, to be presented to the Recording Secretary, and
shall be limited to five (5) minutes. Members of the public wishing to address public hearing items shall
do so at the time of the public hearing.

Any person requiring auxiliary aids and services due to a disability should contact the City Clerk’s office
at (714) 741-5035 to arrange for special accommodations. (Government Code §5494.3.2).

All revised or additional documents and writings related to any items on the agenda, which are
distributed to all or a majority of the Planning Commissioners within 72 hours of a meeting, shall be
available for public inspection (1) at the Planning Services Division during normal business hours; and
(2) at the City Courtyard Center at the time of the meeting.

Agenda item descriptions are intended to give a brief, general description of the item to advise the
public of the item's general nature. The Planning Commission may take legislative action it deems
appropriate with respect to the item and is not limited to the recommended action indicated in staff
reports or the agenda.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS - PUBLIC

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: August 20, 2015

C. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING(S) (Authoﬁzatiﬂn for the Chair to execute
Resolution shall be included in the motion.)

C.1. VARIANCE NO. V-011-2015

APPLICANT: DAVID WEBBER

LOCATION: SOUTH SIDE OF GARDEN GROVE BOULEVARD,
WEST OF EUCLID STREET AT 11102 GARDEN
GROVE BOULEVARD

REQUEST:. Variance approval to deviate from the required
number of parking spaces, Municipal Code Section



9.18.140.030 (Parking Spaces Required), and to
reduce the required percentage of landscaping for
surface parking lots, Municipal Code Section
9.18.140.070.b.1.a (Surface Parking Lot
Landscaping), to allow the operation of a new
14,300 square foot restaurant/eating
establishment, East Seafood Buffet. The site is at
11102 Garden Grove Boulevard in the CC-3 (Civic
Center Core) zone, This project is exempt pursuant
to CEQA Section 15301 - Existing Facilities and
15332 - In-Fill Development Projects.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Planning
Commission either: (1): Adopt a Resolution approving Variance
No. V-011-2015, (2) adopt a Resolution of Denial denying
Variance No. V-011-2015, or (3) provide further direction to
Staff.

D. PUBLIC HEARING(S) (Authorization for the Chair to execute Resolution

shall be included in the motion.)

D.1.

AMENDMENT NO. A-014-2015

APPLICANT: CITY OF GARDEN GROVE
LOCATION: CITYWIDE

REQUEST: A request by the City of Garden Grove for adoption of
zoning text amendments to portions of Chapters 9.04
(Definitions), 9.16 (Commercial, Office Professional,
Industrial, and Open Space Development Standards),
and 9.18 (Mixed Use Regulations and Development
Standards) of Title 9 of the Garden Grove Municipal
Code to update the references, definitions,
development standards, and operational conditions in
the City’'s Land Use Code, pertaining to massage
establishments and other types of uses at which
massage services are provided, to be consistent with
the City Massage Regulations set forth in Chapter
5.12 of the Garden Grove Municipal Code and the
State Massage Therapy Act. Pursuant to the
proposed Amendment, massage establishments
would be treated as a separate commercial use,
rather than as an adult entertainment business, and
would be permitted to be located in the C-2
(Community Commercial), GGMU-1,2,3 (Garden
Grove Boulevard Mixed Use), and NMU (Neighborhood
Mixed Use) zones, subject to approval of a
Conditional Use Permit, provided they are not located
within 1000 feet of another massage establishment,
meet specified development, operational, and
minimum parking standards, possess a valid and
current massage operator's permit issued by the

\
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E.

F.

G.

STAFF

Police Chief, and comply with all other requirements
of the City Massage Regulations in Chapter 5.12.
Existing legally established and permitted massage
establishments would be deemed legal nonconforming
uses that are subject to the provisions of Chapter
5.12 (Massage Regulations) and Chapter 9.36
(Nonconformities) of the Garden Grove Municipal
Code. The proposed Amendment would also update
the definitions, references, conditions and standards
applicable to Athletic and Health Clubs, Spas or Gyms
that provide massage services, and would permit
massage services to be provided as part of a salon,
spa or similar facility located in, and incidental to the
operation of, a Hotel that contains at least one
hundred fifty (150) rooms located anywhere in the
City. The Planning Commission will make a
recommendation to the Garden Grove City Council
regarding the proposed Amendment and a
determination that it is exempt from the California
Environmental Quality Act.

RECOMMENDATION:  Recommend approval of

Amendment No. A-014-2015 to City Council.

MATTERS FROM COMMISSIONERS

MATTERS FROM STAFF

ADJOURNMENT

Planning Commission Agenda 3 _ September 3, 2015



Aug. 21, 2015
Issue #78

IN THIS ISSUE:

Page 7. Local Jurisdictions Must Contract with BOE for Collection of Local Charges on Prepaid Mobile Telephony Services by
Sept. 1
Limited Space Available for Mobile Tour of the San José Environmental Innovation Center during the 2015 Annual
Conference & Expo

Transportation Dominates Policy Discussion in Capitol and Throughout California

Wiith legislators back in the Capitol after their month-long recess, the special session on transportation
funding was front and center this week with the first committee hearing on specific legislation and several
events in Northern and Southern California. The special session is not subject to deadlines imposed on
the regular session, but Gov. Jerry Brown and legislative leaders are working to craft a deal before the
regular session adjourns on Sept. 11. The League is part of Fix Our Roads, a broad coalition of local
government, transportation, labor and business organizations advocating for a seven principle approach
to transportation funding that would dedicate $6 billion annually, split 50-50 between the state and locals,
in the coming decade. For more, see Page 2.

DOF, Senate Again Attempt to Move RDA
Trailer Bill, AB 113 Set Thursday, Aug. 27
League Remains Opposed Due to Harmful Provisions; Concerned Cities
Should Contact Legislators Immediately

Here we go again. An end-of-session effort to move the Department of Finance’s (DOF) bill, AB 113
{Committee on Budget), was launched today when the Senate File revealed that the bill has been set for
Thursday, Aug. 27 in the Senate Budget Committee. AB 113 is a 100-page bill drafted by DOF that
contains significant revisions to the redevelopment dissolution process, some of which seek to reverse
recent court decisions benefitting affected cities. While there are currently several other bills listed on the

Senate Budget Committee’s agenda, all of them are “spot bills” with nothing in them.
Formore, see Page 3.
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California City Solutions: Volunteers Help Beautify Public Places in South San Francisco

This story is part of an ongoing series featuring Helen Putnam Award entries. The 2014 entries are
available on the League’s website as a resource for cities in a searchable database called California City
Solutions. South San Francisco’s Improving Public Places was submifted in 2014 for the Enhancing
Public Trust, Ethics, and Community Involvement award category. For more, see Page 5.



‘“Transportation’ Continued from Page 1...

Press Conferences and Roundtables

The Governor joined Assembly Speaker Toni Atkins (D-San Diego) along with elected and appointed
officials from Bay Area cities and counties, transportation agencies and representatives of labor and
business on Wednesday morning at the Port of Qakland for a well-attended news conference.
Participants all stressed that California can’t wait any longer for a solution to fund the state’s crumbling
roadways. There is great consensus that the chronic deterioration of local streets and roads and bridges,
along with the state highways, threatens jobs, the economy and California’s quality of life.

Members of the Fix Our Roads coalition emphasized the group’s seven principles that focus on the need
to maintain and rehabilitate California’s existing system. The coalition believes revenues need to be
raised through a broad range of options, with funds divided equally between the state and local
governments. Strong accountability requirements are needed to protect the taxpayers’ investment, along
with consistent funding levels 1o ensure reliability.

Oakland City Council President Lynette Gibson McElhaney told reporters that her city has an estimated
$42 million in shovel-ready road repair projects alone.

When pressed about how to increase transportation funding, Governor Brown declined to offer specifics.
He’s quoted in the San Francisco Chronicle as saying: “I'm not going to try to say where the revenue’s
going to come from, how we’re going to get it.”

Several hours later, Assembly Member Jim Frazier (D-Oakley) convened a roundtable discussion in
Walnut Creek with Assembly Member Jimmy Gomez (D-Los Angeles) and Assembly Member Susan
Bonilla (D-Concord). The legislators, labor and business leaders and local government reiterated the
message from the morning press conference. Each pressed how transportation funding affects their
areas. Clayton City Council Member Julie Pierce represented cities in the discussion. “No one likes to talk
about raising fees and taxes. But it's undeniable that the current funding is insufficient. The gas tax has
not kept up with inflation or our local maintenance needs, as cars have become more fuel efficient despite
doing the same amount of damage to our roads.” Contra Costa County Supervisor Candace Anderson
represented counties.

Today in Los Angeles two transportation events were held at the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce
that included leaders from the Legislature, local government, transportation, business and labor. The day
began with a news conference with Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti joining Speaker Atkins, California
State Transportation Agency Secretary Brian Kelly, Los Angeles County Supervisor Hilda Solis and
Ruben Gonzalez, senior vice president with the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce, at the podium.

The speakers again stressed the ways in which California’s roadways are in dire need of stable and
sustainable funding and pressed for a bipartisan solution to adequately fund transportation.

A roundtable discussion followed the press conference. The local government panel featured Santa
Monica City Council Member Pam O’Connor, Los Angeles County Deputy Public Works Director Patrick
DeChellis, Lakewood Public Works Director Lisa Rapp and Hasan lkhrata, the executive director of the
Southern California Association of Governments.

Several Assembly members representing communities in Los Angeles County participated in the
roundtable: David Bloom (D-Santa Monica), Ed Chau (D-Arcadia) Jimmy Gomez (D-Los Angeles), Patrick
O’Donnell (D-Long Beach), Adrin Nazarian (D-Sherman Oaks), Anthony Rendon (D-Lakewood) and
Reggie Jones-Sawyer (D-Los Angeles).

Legislative Action
The Senate Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Development met on Wednesday o consider

some of the bills introduced in the special session. Of note, the committee passed League-supported SB
x1 1 (Beall), which would increase several taxes and fees to raise between $4.3 and $4.3 billion in new



transportation revenues. SB x1 1 is similar to Sen. Jim Beall's (D-San Jose) SB 16 in the regular session
that was supported by the League and many cities.

The committee also passed two other bills introduced by the Republican caucus on accountability. SBx1
12 (Runner) would make the California Transportation Commission, currently under the State
Transportation Agency, an independent entity. SBx1 13 (Vidak), which would create the Office of the
Inspector General. The Governor would appoint this pasition, which would be responsible for auditing all
state agencies that work on fransportation, namely CalTrans and the High Speed Rail Authority. SBx1 13
is one of the accountability proposals put forward by the Republican caucus.

The League supports two additional streamlining proposals from the Republican caucus: SB x1 11
(Berryhill), which would exempt roadway improvements within the existing rights of way from CEQA if
certain conditions are met, and SB x1 14 (Cannella), which would remove the sunset date on existing law
that allows CalTrans and regional fransportation agencies to use public-private partnerships. The
authorization is currently set to expire Jan. 1, 2017.

Many special session bills remain to be heard, but hearing dates have not yet been announced.

The League will continue to update members as developments oceur.

‘AB 113’ Continued from Page 1...

An earlier effort to move this bill occurred in July prior to the legislative summer break when a hearing of
the Senate Budget Committee was scheduled, then later cancelled due to a lack of sufficient support from
the members. Nothing has changed in the bill since the last time it was set, but DOF has met with at least
one senator to discuss possible amendments that might secure a vote. Such carve out tactics that have
been employed through the year on this measure have been very divisive.

Because of the many League member cities that would be harmfully impacted by AB 113 in its current
form, the League remains opposed unless the harmful provisions are removed. Since January, cities’
main concerns with the proposal have been its effort to reverse and revise key provisions of dissolution
laws offered to local agencies as incentives for resolving issues DOF and obtaining a “finding of
completion.”

These were promises made fo cities in AB 1484 of 2012. Agencies that settled with DOF would be
rewarded with the ability to have previous city-RDA loans repaid at interest rates benchmarked against a
conservative fund managed by the State Treasurer. Now that many agencies have made the concessions
to DOF necessary to obtain these findings, it is frustrating for affected agencies to have to spend the last
eight months combating an effort to move the goal posts.

AB 113 contains many provisions, but it is important to not be distracted from the major issues. The
dissolution statute gave DOF staff wide latitude with no process for oversight or review other than the
courts. With the original proposal’s introduction in January, one of DOF’s key objective focuses on
undoing court decisions that have interpreted existing law in three areas — re-entered agreements,
definition of “loans,” and calculation of interest rates. In these three instances the courts have overruled
DOF interpretations to the benefit of the affected local agencies.

While the effort to reverse appellate court decisions affecting re-entered agreements was thankfully
withdrawn by DOF in the May Revise, AB 113 continues to attempt to moot the effect of two other cases:
City of Watsonville v. California Department of Finance (relating to the definition of loans) and City of
Glendale v. California Depariment of Finance (relating to calculation of interest). If local agencies are
expected to respect court decisions that have gone against them, then cities believe DOF should as well.

Beyond the efforts to reverse court decisions, this measure contains several provisions that would tip the
balance on matters of interpretation of dissolution laws even further by exempting DOF from the
Administrative Procedures Act and eliminating language in the law (that was previously agreed to by DOF



and the Legislature in 2012) that enabled successor agencies to fund legal representation in the only due
process forum where DOF staff decisions could be reviewed: Sacramento County Superior Court.

So while efforts to reverse aspects of AB 1484 and related court decisions can be purported by DOF to
be “streamlining,” negatively affected cities characterize them as “unfair and harmful.” Many individual

cities have directly reported to their legislators that such a change in law would collectively cost them
hundreds of millions in lost loan repayments.

Below is a list of cities (and some counties) that as of Aug. 21 have re-confirmed with the League their
opposition to this measure and sent letters to legislators:

e Alhambra e La Mirada e Sand City

e Baldwin Park ¢ LaPalma ¢ Santa Ana

e Bell Gardens e LaQuinta e Santa Clarita

e Big Bear Lake ¢ |afayette e Santa Cruz

o  Brentwood e |ake Forest County

s Buellton e Lakeport e Santa Fe Springs
e Buena Park e Lancaster e Santa Maria

» Capitola » Lawndale e Santa Monica

o  Cerritos o League’s Latino » Santa Rosa

e Chino Caucus » Scotts Valley

o Claremont » Loma Linda o Seaside

o Cloverdale o Los Alamitos e Selma

e Corona e |Los Ang. Co. Div. » Sonoma

s Coronado =  Maywood » Sonoma County
e Covina » Merced » Mayors &

e Crescent City e Mission Vigjo Councilmembers
e  Culver City = Modesto Association

e Cypress o Montebello e  South El Monte
e Danville ¢ Monterey s  South San

e Dinuba e Monterey Park Francisco

o Downey ¢« Napa e  Suisun City

e Duarte e Norco e Sunnyvale

e Dublin e Norwalk e Taft

e Emeryville ¢ Novato e Tuolumne County
o FEureka s Oroville COC GRC

« Fountain Valley s Oxnard e Union City

e Fresno e Paramount e Upland

» Fullerton s Pasadena e Vacaville

o Garden Grove e Pico Rivera e Ventura

e Glendale e Rancho e Vernon

e Glendora Cucamonga o Victorville

e Goleta e Rancho Palos = Vista

e Grand Terrace Verdes e West Covina

e Greenfield o Rialto o Whittier

e Gustine e Ridgecrest o Winters

e Hercules e Sacramento e Yorba Linda

e Highland e San Carlos e Yucaipa

e  Huntington Beach ¢ San Dimas

e LaHabra ¢ San Marcos

The heart of the dispute is that AB 113’s definition of loan does not reflect the court's view in
Watsonville and is an effort to insert into the law a DOF-interpretation the court said was
“improper.” The League has proposed a definition of “loans” to reflect the Court’s holding, but it
has been rejected. While there are other debates about interest rates in the measure, if statutes



are allowed to be rewritten in a manner that eliminates valid loans from the possibility of
repayment, it does not matter what the interest rate is.

As to the balance of the bill, there are essentially three categaories of changes in the measure:

1. Adjustments to various processes that can be represented as true “streamlining.”

2. Provisions that address several outstanding dissolution-related issues of benefit to
specific agencies, most significantly: San Francisco affordable housing, issuers of 2011
bonds, and clarifications on special levies for pensions.

3. Provisions that have nothing to do with redevelopment dissolution but were added into
this proposal at the May Revise. These provisions (negative bailout, San Benito County,
Santa Clara city tax equity and a fix to assist recent incorporations) all have individual
merit and should proceed separately as did an “excess ERAF” fix that was originally
inserted into this proposal then later removed and enacted with the budget.

It is regrettable that the current version of the measure remains so divisive. If the major areas of
dispute cannot be appropriately resolved in a manner that accurately reflects the applicable court
decisions, then the cities harmed by this measure are simply asking for existing law to be left as it
is and allow the courts to continue the work of interpreting the law without interference.

Next Steps

This is the time for action. Concerned cities are encouraged to contact their legislators
immediately.

‘CCS: SSF Continued from Page 1...

The city of South San Francisco is a growing community, home to innovative biotechnology and
technology corporations, industry and trade. The city's Parks and Recreation Department
maintains 200 acres of parks and open space areas, with more than 8,000 trees. When the
recession forced the city to cut staff and funding for parks, Mayor Karyl Matsumoto created a
volunteer force to ensure these community resources remained well-maintained.

South San Francisco’s park land and maintenance needs increased in recent years as budget
constraints limited the city’s ability to add more parks staff. Due to budget cuts, the department’s
staff shrunk from 25 to 19 employees and funding for many needed capital improvements and
equipment replacement was put on hold.

Department staff was directed to focus on routine maintenance and emergency repairs, rather
than targeted cleanups and beautification projects. Parks remained safe and useable, but often
hit by vandals. Areas with potential for vibrant and welcoming landscapes were left barren. The
city struggled with how to keep park areas maintained, including a 16-acre, three mile long trail
from the town of Colma to the city of Brishane, which cuts through South San Francisco. While
the city received grants for construction, the estimated $100,000 in annual maintenance costs
had to be absorbed.

At the same time, South San Francisco experienced an increase in violent gang activity, graffiti,
and vandalism. Areas hit by graffili, such as restrooms, pichic areas, and recreation buildings
were susceptible to vandalism and gang activity. A greater sense of community and investment
was needed to help clean up after and deter this behavior.

In 2006, Mayor Karyl Matsumoto founded the Improving Public Places group (IPP) with the public
works director's support. The city called upon volunteers to help perform civic beautification
projects, hoping to increase community involvement and civic pride.



The mayor and public works director collaborated and planned the group’s first cleanups that
included weeding, plant trimming and trash cleanup. After recruiting more volunteers, the group
began organizing quarterly planting projects. Mayor Matsumoto, IPP volunteers, and city staff
launched monthly meetings to discuss and budget projects, strategize priorities for future
community plantings, develop partnerships, and craft long term goals.

IPP volunteers, along with the mayor, host regular volunteer planting events to perform tasks
such as picking up trash, grubbing weeds, clearing pathways and trails, removing graffiti, planting
native and low maintenance trees and plants, and funding installation of park furnishings,
interpretive signage, and outdoor art. IPP partners with the department’s grant funding initiatives,
including supporting two KaBOOM!, volunteer-driven playground installations and tree planting
grants. KaBOOM! is a nonprofit organization that partners with companies creating and catalyzing
great places to play.

IPP landscaped the award-winning Sculpture Garden, planting 50 trees along the Centennial Way
Trail and renovating the landscaping at the South San Francisco Conference Center.

IPP utilizes several outreach tools to target all generations and abilities, including the city's
website, distributing printed flyers, and social media to distribute. IPP’s quarterly newsletter
features updates on current and future programs, volunteer recruitment, park adoption, and
articles on landscaping or affirming the importance of their volunteers’ work. Also, given the
dynamics of the community, word of mouth is an integral part of the committee’s outreach and
recruitment efforts.

Committee members partner with other groups as well including the South San Francisco School
Unified District, high school and middle school service clubs, and other community service
organizations. They promote hands on community service so that volunteers become more
familiar with their community, the city’s needs, and network with neighbors, and become
advocates for parks and recreation programs.

IPP volunteers were the incentive for the city’s first ever Adopt-a-Park program. As part of the
program, individuals or groups can adopt identified sites where they maintain and improve park
areas throughout the city. At least 24 sites have been adopted. While volunteers cannot replace
full-time qualified crews, they have allowed maintenance workers to focus their attention on
skilled maintenance tasks and repairs. This allows the city to do more work with fewer resources,
and keep parks safe and clean.

Most importantly, Mayor Matsumoto and [PP volunteers create a sense of civic pride with their
dedication to their community. During the past eight years, IPP has grown from two volunteers to
nine committee members and more than 250 volunteers. More than 25 targeted park cleanup
events have been completed including planting 4,000 native plants and trees and installing
numerous park furnishings. Volunteers donated more than 15,000 hours, equivalent to one full-
time maintenance person per year.

Mayor Matsumoto has made an effort to draw in skilled professionals to help lead volunteers and
to provide professional designs. She has carefully advocated for attractive yet low maintenance
and hardy native plants so not to add more burden to maintenance personnel or city resources.

South San Francisco was recognized in 2009 as a model of volunteer service and designated as
a “City of Service” under the Kennedy Serve America Act. This national designation is for cities
that harness power of volunteers in solving community challenges.

A 2012 study of service calls for graffiti showed a decline in vandalism and graffiti by 50 percent
— credited in large part to this greater investment in the community. In making many
enhancements and creating more inviting public spaces, the committee has improved public
assets, and created greater commitment and investment in parks and recreation services.



Limited Space Available for Mobile Tour of the San José Environmental Innovation
Center during the 2015 Annual Conference & Expo

There are 20 spots for a special tour of the San José Environmental Innovation Center on
Wednesday, Sept. 3 before the start of the League’s 2015 Annual Conference in San José. The
center, which opened in May 2014, is a first-of-its-kind “green enterprise” facility that houses
services for residents and clean tech entrepreneurs. This tour is a pre-conference event, with only
20 spots left.

With the help of the federal New Markets Tax Credit, San José transformed a marginal property
into a showcase of energy- and water-efficient practices. The city's Environmental Services
Department is the building owner and tenant coordinator for Prospect Silicon Valley, Habitat for
Humanity's ReStore, and the County's household hazardous waste facility. During this walking
tour you'll view unique environmental features and the services offered to residents and
entrepreneurs.

Tour Details

San José Environmental Innovation Center Mobile Tour

Wednesday, Sept. 30

9 a.m. — noon

Space is limited and on a first come, first served basis. The cost is $25.

To reserve a spot on the tour, please either:

¢ Register for the Annual Conference. When reqistering online, there will be an option to
add the Mobile Tour fo your registration.

e [f you have already registered for the Conference, register for the tour online. The second
page of the registration process has an option to register for the tour.

Reservations are non-refundable. Please contact Megan Dunn with questions.

Local Jurisdictions Must Contract with BOE for Collection of Local Charges on
Prepaid Mobile Telephony Services by Sept. 1

Beginning Jan. 1, 2016, AB 1717 requires local jurisdictions to contract with the California State
Board of Equalization (BOE) in order to receive revenue from local utility user taxes (UUT), local
911 charges, and any other local charges imposed on consumers of prepaid mobile services.

Important Deadlines

To ensure the uninterrupted collection of these local revenues, local jurisdictions must contract
with the BOE by Sept. 1. If a local jurisdiction does not contract with the BOE, any local charges
imposed upon prepaid mobile telephony services (MTS) will not be collected by the sellers and
the local jurisdiction will not receive local charge revenue from prepaid MTS once the new law is
effective on Jan. 1. :

If the local jurisdiction does not contract with BOE by Sept. 1, 2015, the next deadline is Dec. 1
for collection beginning April 1, 2018. In order to contract with the BOE, local jurisdictions must
have an ordinance that applies its local charge to prepaid MTS.



New Law Requirements

Current law imposes a variety of surcharges on phone services, including prepaid mobile phone
services. Currently, phone carriers are generally responsible for collecting and paying these
surcharges (for example, the 911 emergency surcharge and California Public Utilities
Commission surcharges) to the state. The new law replaces all current charges imposed upon
prepaid mobile phone services with a new prepaid MTS surcharge. The prepaid MTS surcharge
will be paid by purchasers of prepaid wireless services in California and be collected at the time
of purchase.

Under the new law, the MTS surcharge will be the only method for local jurisdictions to collect
taxes and surcharges imposed upon prepaid mobile telephone services sold in their jurisdiction.

For More Information

For more information about contracting with BOE for the collection of UUT and/or local 911
charges, please contact the BOE’s Local Revenue Allocation Unit at (916) 324-3000 or by email.

General information about the new Prepaid MTS surcharge is available on BOE's Prepaid Mobile
Telephony Services Surcharge guide.




Aug. 24, 2015
Issue #79

UPDATES

League Testifies at CalPERS Board Workshop on Lowering
Investment Volatility Risk
Board Tentatively Votes fo Implement Risk Reduction Strategy

The CalPERS Board of Administration conducted a workshop on Aug. 19 to examine whether to
implement a long-term strategy to reduce investment volatility risk by gradually implementing a
long-term rate hike, a move designed to prevent future rate hike spikes as well. The League of
California Cities® participated to report on the results of a member survey on the various risk
management proposals. The League's comments are available on the League website.

The over 100 city officials who responded to the survey overwhelmingly (77 percent) supported
action by CalPERS to reduce investment volatility risk, but there was not a consensus on whether
CalPERS should use the Flexible Glide Path (30 percent) or Blended Glide Path (41 percent)
options. Twenty-nine percent of the respondents did not indicate a preference of the two options.

In his article on Calpensions.com about the meeting, Ed Mendel covers the suggestion by aides
to Gov. Jerry Brown that CalPERS more quickly lower its investment return assumption of 7.5
percent (i.e., implement it over five years instead of 20 as recommended by staff). Mendel reports
on the CalPERS staff reaction to that suggestion, expressing concern about the impact on local
governments.

The CalPERS Chief Actuary Alan Milligan said the proposed strategy balances the need
to lower investment risk with concern about the impact on the budgets of 3,000 local
governments, some in better financial condition than others. ”| would be concerned about
the amount of strain we would put on some of our public agency (local government)
employers,” Milligan said of dropping the earnings forecast too quickly. “Apparently, it's
not such a concern for the state.”

After a straw vote of 8-4, the CalPERS Board of Administration directed staff to develop a
detailed Flexible Glide Path option for consideration on first reading at its meeting in October, with
a second and final reading set for November.
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California’s Local Streets and Roads and State Highway System Need Investment
Says Fix Our Roads Coalition in Sacramento Bee Op-ed

“Roads fix must put real dent in repair backlog” reads the headline of an op-ed in foday's
Sacramento Bee penned by the executive directors of the three organizations that founded the
Fix Our Roads Coalition. The op-ed clearly outlines the massive funding backlog that plagues the
state’s streets, roads, bridges and highways and how a real solution must rely on equal
investment in the state and local system.

California’s network of roads and highways are deteriorating rapidly. In fact, California has the
second highest share of roads in “poor condition” nationally and 58 percent of state roads need
rehabilitation or pavement maintenance. Our state is also home to four of the five cities ranked
with the worst road conditions in the nation. California local streets and roads face a $78 billion
shortfall in deferred maintenance, $7.8 billion annually. CalTrans faces a $59 billion backlog in
deferred maintenance and $5.7 billion annual shortfall in the State Highway Operation and
Protection Program.

The Fix Our Roads Coalition believes that a legislative solution should be reached during the
special session that results in a robust and meaningful dent in California’s transportation funding
shortfall. This critical issue must be addressed immediately with the state’s road system
continuing to deteriorate as inadequate funding to deal with deficiencies creates safety hazards,
costs motorists time and money, and leaves California stuck in gridiock.

Additional information and a complete list of coalition members can be found at
www.FixCARoads.com.
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Surveying City Managers on Climate Change Action Planning
_ - Complete Survey by Sept. 11 _— S

The League of California Cities® and the Institute for Local Government (ILG) are surveying city
managers regarding local climate action planning. Up to $3 billion dollars in Cap-and-Trade
emissions auction funds will be distributed over the next two years. The survey will help the
League demonstrate to state government that cities are prepared to compete for a fair share of
these funds, and to advocate for Cap-and-Trade programs that reflect the projects and programs
that local communities have identified as a priority for reducing greenhouse gas emissions,

For more, see Page 2.

EPA to Host Webinar on Aug. 27 on New Clean Water Rule
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is working to ensure that stakeholders understand

the new federal Clean Water Rule (a.k.a. the Waters of the U.S.MWOTUS rule) that will go into
effect on Aug. 28. For more, see Page 2.

Cities Take Center Stage in Nashville

The National League of Cities is excited to invite you to Nashville this year for their annual
Congress of Cities Conference — the largest gathering of city leaders in the country.
For more, see Page 2.



‘Cap-and-Trade’ Continued from Page 1...

ILG and the League would appreciate it if you or the appropriate member of your agency’s staff
could take a few minutes to complete the survey by Friday, Sept. 11. More information on the
state’s Cap-and-Trade program is available on ILG's online Cap-and-Trade Resource Center.

‘EPA’ Continued from Page 1...

EPA will be hosting a webinar on Thursday, Aug. 27, at 10 a.m. PDT to provide more details on
the rule. The webinar will provide a review of the final rule, answer some commaonly asked
guestions, and discuss what to expect as the rule is implemented. Registration can be completed
online.

As the rule goes into effect, EPA is expected to put out a series of Q&A documenits to address
technical and practical questions regarding implementation of the rule. The National League of
Cities (NLC) is hopeful that these documents will address the outstanding concerns that have
been raised with the rule, particularly around the issues of “dry land” as it relates to the
stormwater exclusion: who is responsible for determining whether a feature meets the terms of
the exclusion and how should that determination be made.

The first of several expected Q&A documents is available on the EPA website.

‘NLC’ Continued from Page 1...

Nov. 4-7, come see for yourself how Nashville embraced its historic identity as a music center,
and created a thriving economy that is now attracting tourists and creative young professionals
alike. Learn how to develop your city’s economy by capitalizing on what makes it unique in
sessions such as Financially Empowering Your Residents, Cutting Red Tape to Promote
Business Growth, and Bring Your Downtown to Life! You'll also have the opportunity to take “field
trips” around Nashville with our mobile workshops.

Explore the city after the conference sessions, or extend your stay to experience it to the fullest.
It's a town that harvests American music, Southern hospitality, unbelievable cuisine, and a
boundless spectrum of nightlife. Come join us and together we will keep the music playing!

Register before Oct. 9 at www.nlc.org/nashville.




