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OCFA Community Education Update 

 

in this issue >>> 

Keep in Touch 

• OCFA Community Education Update

• BBQ Safety

• Home Assessment

• Batallion 11 Updates

• ABC’s of Water Safety

• Incident Responses

• Your Firefighters in Action

A Bi-Monthly Update of What’s Going on in Division 1 

Community Educator: Elizabeth Denney 

Office: (949) 344.9321 

Email: ElizabethDenney@ocfa.org 

April 2022 Issue 

Battalion 1: 

Battalion Chief Bryan Mahon (A Shift) 

Battalion Chief Chuck Fedak (B Shift) 

Battalion Chief Justin Truhill (C Shift) 

Office: (714) 379.4922

Division Chief Ron Roberts 

Office: (714) 638.6343 

Email: RonRoberts@ocfa.org 

Administrative Assistant to Chief Roberts 

Jill Brown 

Office: (714) 638.6344 

Email: JillBrown@ocfa.org 

Battalion 11: 

Battalion Chief Tony Espinosa (A Shift) 

Battalion Chief Colton Ashby (C Shift) 

Office: (714) 638.6346 

As COVID continues to become more endemic, OCFA has started to resume 

our normal operations within the community. We are once again available for 

station tours, school visits, and other community events. If there are any 

gatherings that our crews or staff can attend, please contact Division 1’s 

Community Educator, Elizabeth Denney to schedule those. She can be reached 

by email at ElizabethDenney@ocfa.org or by phone at (949) 344.9321. We 

look forward to getting back out into the community and interacting with the 

citizens.   

Administrative Captain: Chris Caswell 

Office: (714) 638.6345 

Email: ChristianCaswell@ocfa.org 
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Wildfire Home Assessment 

Charcoal Grills: 

• If you use starter fluid, use only 

charcoal starter fluid. Never add 

charcoal fluid or any other flammable 

liquids to the fire while cooking. 

• When you are finished grilling, let the 

coals completely cool (about 48 

hours) before disposing in a metal 

container.  

Propane Grills:  

• Check gas tank hose for leaks before 

grilling. 

• If your grill has a leak, get it serviced 

by a professional. If a leak occurs 

while grilling, call the fire 

department.  

• If the flame goes out, turn the grill 

and gas off and wait at least 5 

minutes before re-lighting it.  

  

A Wildfire Home 
Assessment is a meeting at 

your home with a fire 
department representative 

who will give you tips on 
how to better protect your 

home from a wildfire – 
including landscaping, 

construction, and overall 
safety.  

BBQ Safety 
Grilling Safety Tips:  

 

• Propane and charcoal BBQ 

grills should be used 

outdoors only. 

• Grills should be placed a 

safe distance from home, 

deck railings, tables, 

overhanging branches, and 

areas where people gather. 

• Keep children and pets at 

least three feet away from 

the grill area. 

• Keep your grill clean by 

removing grease or fat 

buildup from the grates and 

in the trays below the grill. 

• Never leave a heated grill, 

lighter, or matches 

unattended. 

Battalion 11 (Garden Grove) Updates:  

• Battalion Chief Jeeter McAlpin (B Shift) has retired. The on 

duty BC can be reached at (714) 638.6346 

 

• The Assistant Fire Marshal position has been rotated. Eric 

Elmer has moved to headquarters and John Bowden now 

oversees Garden Grove. He can be reached at (714) 638.6348. 

John Bowden 



Beach Safety: 

Identify Rip Currents: A channel of churning, choppy water. An area having 

a notable difference in color, parallel to the shoreline. A line of foam, 

seaweed, or debris moving steadily out to sea. A break in the incoming wave 

pattern.  

Survive Rip Currents: Remain Calm. Don’t fight the current, swim 

out of the current by swimming to the side. If you can’t escape,  

float or tread water. If you need help, call or wave for assistance 
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Garden Grove Incident Responses 
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Seal Beach Incident Responses 
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Los Alamitos Incident Responses 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Identify Rip Currents: A channel of churning, choppy water. An area having 

a notable difference in color, parallel to the shoreline. A line of foam, 

seaweed, or debris moving steadily out to sea. A break in the incoming wave 

pattern.  

 

Survive Rip Currents: Remain Calm. Don’t fight the current, swim 

out of the current by swimming to the side. If you can’t escape,  

float or tread water. If you need help, call or wave for assistance 

 

The crew from Station 83 shows off the engine 

at a school visit. 

Structure fire in Garden Grove on 4/4/22. 

Fire Station 25 hosted Director O’Neill of 

Garden Grove for a ride-a-long.   

Photo credit: OC Firefighters Local 3631 

Your Firefighters in 
Action 

Engine 2 visits Casa Youth Shelter in Los 

Alamitos. 
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Post Performance
April 7, 2022 – April 13, 2022

Review the lifetime performance of the posts you published during the publishing period.



Post Performance

Included in this Report

@CityGardenGrove Garden Grove City Hall gardengrovecityhall



Post Performance | 1 of 11

gardengrovecityhall
Wed 4/13/2022 5:49 pm PDT

Impressions 312

Reach 312

Comments 0

Story Taps Back 16

gardengrovecityhall
Wed 4/13/2022 5:48 pm PDT

Video Views 329

Impressions 736

Reach 537

Engagements 12

Engagement Rate (per Impression) 1.6%

Garden Grove City Hall
Wed 4/13/2022 5:17 pm PDT

Video Views 139

Impressions 258

Reach 256

Engagements 69

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 26.7%

#WaterWiseWednesday Live on the Civic
Center Drive’s median is #GGTV3 Reporter
Breanna Greenup, encouraging the…

#WaterWiseWednesday Live on the Civic
Center Drive’s median is @GGTV3
Reporter Breanna Greenup, encouraging…

https://www.instagram.com/tv/CcT9lSMNwiL/
https://www.facebook.com/GardenGroveCityHall/videos/274530074894704/
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@CityGardenGrove
Wed 4/13/2022 9:30 am PDT

Impressions 207

Potential Reach 5,372

Engagements 3

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 1.4%

gardengrovecityhall
Wed 4/13/2022 9:26 am PDT

Impressions 620

Reach 595

Comments 2

Story Taps Back 6

gardengrovecityhall
Wed 4/13/2022 9:25 am PDT

Impressions 511

Reach 481

Engagements 16

Engagement Rate (per Impression) 3.1%

SAVE THE DATE #DENIMDAY 4/27 The
community is invited to join the City in
observance of Denim Day, 4/27, by…

 SAVE THE DATE #DENIMDAY APRIL 27
The community is invited to join the City of
#GardenGrove in observance of…

https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/1514279827779448835
https://www.instagram.com/p/CcTECgqsjrx/
https://prod-api-aws.int.sproutsocial.com/listening/twitter-search/new?query=%23DENIMDAY
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Garden Grove City Hall
Wed 4/13/2022 9:17 am PDT

Impressions 260

Reach 259

Engagements 15

Engagement Rate (per Impression) 5.8%

gardengrovecityhall
Tue 4/12/2022 4:51 pm PDT

Video Views 626

Impressions 1,515

Reach 1,392

Engagements 79

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 5.2%

@CityGardenGrove
Tue 4/12/2022 3:59 pm PDT

Impressions 145

Potential Reach 4,532

Engagements 13

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 9%

 SAVE THE DATE #DENIMDAY APRIL 27
The community is invited to join the City of
#GardenGrove in observance of…

The Strawberry Festival is back!  Mark
your calendars! This year's Strawberry
Festival will take place on Memorial Day…

Let's welcome our newest businesses to
join the BiGG program: - Sunmerry Bakery:
ggcity.org/bigg/sunmerry-… - Simply…

https://www.facebook.com/149409874252/posts/10159931207909253/
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CcRSTClhH_u/
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/1514015287221186560
https://t.co/xkEd0deHvr
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gardengrovecityhall
Tue 4/12/2022 3:55 pm PDT

Impressions 771

Reach 709

Engagements 15

Engagement Rate (per Impression) 1.9%

Garden Grove City Hall
Tue 4/12/2022 3:54 pm PDT

Impressions 999

Reach 977

Engagements 57

Engagement Rate (per Impression) 5.7%

@CityGardenGrove
Tue 4/12/2022 3:39 pm PDT

Post Link Clicks 1

Impressions 164

Potential Reach 6,076

Engagements 12

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 7.3%

Small businesses are getting BiGGer!
The City would like to welcome our newest
businesses to join the BiGG (Buy in Gard…

Small businesses are getting BiGGer!
The City would like to welcome our newest
businesses to join the BiGG (Buy in Gard…

The Strawberry Festival is back!
 Mark your calendars! This

year's Strawberry Festival will
take place on Memorial Day
weekend, May 27 through May
30. Watch the promo now! Like
GGTV3 on Facebook and
subscribe to their YouTube
channel at
youtube.com/watch?
v=rSw373…. #GG1956

https://www.instagram.com/p/CcRL48jBCNL/
https://www.facebook.com/149409874252/posts/10159930078774253/
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/1514010327540637698
https://t.co/6bK2Zw5VOE
https://prod-api-aws.int.sproutsocial.com/listening/twitter-search/new?query=%23GG1956
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Garden Grove City Hall
Tue 4/12/2022 3:38 pm PDT

Video Views 264

Impressions 617

Reach 597

Engagements 78

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 12.6%

@CityGardenGrove
Tue 4/12/2022 2:15 pm PDT

Impressions 153

Potential Reach 5,371

Engagements 6

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 3.9%

Garden Grove City Hall
Tue 4/12/2022 2:14 pm PDT

Impressions 583

Reach 576

Engagements 8

Engagement Rate (per Impression) 1.4%

The Strawberry Festival is back!  Mark
your calendars! This year's Strawberry
Festival will take place on Memorial Day…

Allow yourself to be moved with words
April is National Poetry Month! Come to
our local Garden Grove libraries is…

Allow yourself to be moved with words
April is National Poetry Month! Come to
our local Garden Grove libraries is…

https://www.facebook.com/149409874252/posts/10159930054359253/
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/1513989152152309760
https://www.facebook.com/149409874252/posts/10159929945034253/
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gardengrovecityhall
Mon 4/11/2022 4:00 pm PDT

Impressions 1,017

Reach 942

Engagements 23

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 2.3%

Garden Grove City Hall
Mon 4/11/2022 4:00 pm PDT

Impressions 4,293

Reach 2,815

Engagements 110

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 2.6%

@CityGardenGrove
Mon 4/11/2022 3:58 pm PDT

Impressions 214

Potential Reach 4,532

Engagements 9

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 4.2%

Graduating college? Let us celebrate YOU!
 The City of Garden Grove is seeking

names and information from Garden Gro…

Graduating college? Let us celebrate YOU!
 The City of Garden Grove is seeking

names and information from Garden Gro…

Graduating?  The City is seeking names
& info from residents graduating with an
undergrad/post-grad degree. Graduates…

https://www.instagram.com/p/CcOnoj5qfNB/
https://www.facebook.com/149409874252/posts/10159928368939253/
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/1513652819475107844
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@CityGardenGrove
Mon 4/11/2022 3:04 pm PDT

Impressions 148

Potential Reach 4,532

Engagements 8

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 5.4%

Garden Grove City Hall
Mon 4/11/2022 3:00 pm PDT

Impressions 491

Reach 483

Engagements 9

Engagement Rate (per Impression) 1.8%

gardengrovecityhall
Mon 4/11/2022 1:45 pm PDT

Impressions 3,129

Reach 2,405

Engagements 182

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 5.8%

On Thurs, 4/21 at 7PM, the City’s Planning
Commission will hold a study session to
discuss the Focused Zoning Amendment…

On Thursday, April 21, at 7:00 p.m., the
City’s Planning Commission will hold a
study session to discuss the Focused…

Attention first-time homebuyers!
Openings are available for the City of
Garden Grove’s First-Time Homebuyer…

https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/1513639232970977281
https://www.facebook.com/149409874252/posts/10159928277674253/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CcOYMfcBJMb/
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@CityGardenGrove
Mon 4/11/2022 1:43 pm PDT

Impressions 180

Potential Reach 4,531

Engagements 13

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 7.2%

Garden Grove City Hall
Mon 4/11/2022 1:42 pm PDT

Impressions 4,469

Reach 4,307

Engagements 527

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 11.8%

@CityGardenGrove
Mon 4/11/2022 9:25 am PDT

Impressions 191

Potential Reach 4,531

Engagements 7

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 3.7%

Attention first-time homebuyers!
Openings are available for the City of
Garden Grove’s First-Time Homebuyer…

Attention first-time homebuyers!
Openings are available for the City of
Garden Grove’s First-Time Homebuyer…

Emergency Water Outage:
The City's Water Services
Division has an emergency
shutdown on Stanford Ave,
Wynant Dr and Jackson St for
approximately 20 minutes.
#gg1956 #wateroutage

https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/1513618659859525634
https://www.facebook.com/149409874252/posts/10159928241309253/
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/1513553828204847106
https://prod-api-aws.int.sproutsocial.com/listening/twitter-search/new?query=%23gg1956
https://prod-api-aws.int.sproutsocial.com/listening/twitter-search/new?query=%23wateroutage
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@CityGardenGrove
Thu 4/7/2022 3:54 pm PDT

Impressions 208

Potential Reach 4,529

Engagements 13

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 6.3%

gardengrovecityhall
Thu 4/7/2022 3:53 pm PDT

Impressions 1,130

Reach 1,036

Engagements 41

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 3.6%

Garden Grove City Hall
Thu 4/7/2022 3:50 pm PDT

Impressions 1,342

Reach 1,288

Engagements 32

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 2.4%

Looking to enjoy beautiful art?  You
totally can! Come out and view GGUSD's
44th annual First Impressions Art Show…

Looking to enjoy beautiful art?  You
totally can! Come out and view GGUSD's
44th annual First Impressions Art Show…

Looking to enjoy beautiful art?  You
totally can! Come out and view Garden
Grove Unified School District's 44th ann…

https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/1512202236163633157
https://www.instagram.com/p/CcETqJfBg0d/
https://www.facebook.com/149409874252/posts/10159921541729253/
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@CityGardenGrove
Thu 4/7/2022 3:20 pm PDT

Impressions 195

Potential Reach 4,529

Engagements 5

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 2.6%

Garden Grove City Hall
Thu 4/7/2022 3:16 pm PDT

Impressions 1,131

Reach 1,107

Engagements 17

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 1.5%

@CityGardenGrove
Thu 4/7/2022 1:30 pm PDT

Impressions 163

Potential Reach 4,528

Engagements 2

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 1.2%

As gas prices rise, OCTA is offering
discounts! That's right, through 7/15, OC
Bus riders can save up to 40% off with…

As gas prices rise to record levels in
Orange County and the region, OCTA is
offering discounts on bus fares with Valu…

You can never read too many books
This week, from April 3-7, we celebrate
National Library Week. Visit our local GG…

https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/1512193559922847762
https://www.facebook.com/149409874252/posts/10159921503269253/
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove/status/1512165978347503619
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Garden Grove City Hall
Thu 4/7/2022 1:28 pm PDT

Impressions 679

Reach 657

Engagements 8

Engagement Rate (per Impression) 1.2%

You can never read too many books
This week, from April 3 to April 7, we
celebrate National Library Week. Visit ou…

https://www.facebook.com/149409874252/posts/10159921371494253/


Post Performance
April 7, 2022 – April 13, 2022

Review the lifetime performance of the posts you published during the publishing period.



Post Performance

Included in this Report

Garden Grove Police Department ggpdk9unit



Post Performance | 1 of 3

Garden Grove Police Depa…
Wed 4/13/2022 12:30 pm PDT

Impressions 1,683

Reach 1,661

Engagements 95

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 5.6%

Garden Grove Police Depa…
Tue 4/12/2022 6:05 pm PDT

Impressions 5,402

Reach 5,402

Engagements 590

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 10.9%

ggpdk9unit
Tue 4/12/2022 3:42 pm PDT

Impressions 1,121

Reach 951

Engagements 208

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 18.6%

Please join us for a #CoffeeWithACop
Event on April 19th from 4:00 PM - 6:00
PM, at Carl's Jr.(13011 Harbor Blvd). Enjo…

We are pleased to inform you, in the latest
@SmartAsset report, The City of
#GardenGrove was named one of the…

K9 Kody recently joined the
@gardengrovepd Neighborhood Traffic Unit
for a show and tell and safety fair at…

https://www.facebook.com/243293504499733/posts/348419567320459
https://www.facebook.com/243293504499733/posts/347940277368388
https://www.instagram.com/p/CcRKc6SPDiL/
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Garden Grove Police Depa…
Mon 4/11/2022 10:00 pm PDT

Impressions 6,636

Reach 6,417

Engagements 1,235

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 18.6%

Garden Grove Police Depa…
Sun 4/10/2022 6:00 pm PDT

Impressions 4,076

Reach 3,900

Engagements 396

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 9.7%

Garden Grove Police Depa…
Fri 4/8/2022 6:10 pm PDT

Impressions 4,634

Reach 4,469

Engagements 408

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 8.8%

Team #152 finishing strong. This weekend
members of #GardenGrovePD competed
in the Annual #BakerToVegas Relay race…

Happy #NationalTelecommunicatorsWeek
to the men and women who are the voices
behind our badges, 24/7/365. You are…

Pssst, we will be sharing some exciting
news about a collaboration with Garden
Grove Unified School District soon. Thos…

https://www.facebook.com/243293504499733/posts/347443807418035
https://www.facebook.com/243293504499733/posts/346665754162507
https://www.facebook.com/243293504499733/posts/345351744293908
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Garden Grove Police Depa…
Fri 4/8/2022 1:00 pm PDT

Impressions 1,904

Reach 1,784

Engagements 49

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 2.6%

Garden Grove Police Depa…
Thu 4/7/2022 6:00 pm PDT

Impressions 2,590

Reach 2,494

Engagements 84

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 3.2%

#SaveTheDate and join us for our
upcoming #CoffeeWithACop Event on April
19th from 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM, at Carl's Jr.…

#DidYouKnow, #GardenGrovePD utilizes
the #SafeMoves Program to educate youth
on traffic safety? The program, “Safe…

https://www.facebook.com/243293504499733/posts/345232274305855
https://www.facebook.com/243293504499733/posts/344703644358718


Post Performance
April 7, 2022 – April 13, 2022

Review the lifetime performance of the posts you published during the publishing period.



Post Performance

Included in this Report

@GardenGroveTV3 Garden Grove TV 3
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Garden Grove TV 3
Tue 4/12/2022 3:42 pm PDT

Video Views 0

Impressions 77

Reach 76

Engagements 10

Engagement Rate (per Impression) 13%

Garden Grove TV 3
Wed 4/13/2022 5:51 pm PDT

Video Views 7

Impressions 12

Reach 12

Engagements 4

Engagement Rate (per
Impression) 33.3%

The Strawberry Festival is back!  Mark
your calendars! This year's Strawberry
Festival will take place on Memorial Day…

#WaterWiseWednesday Live on the Civic
Center Drive’s median is #GGTV3 Reporter
Breanna Greenup, encouraging the…

https://www.facebook.com/213283285351631/posts/5506300532716520/
https://www.facebook.com/213283285351631/posts/5509182489094991/
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California public school student enrollment 
drops to lowest in two decades 
Fewer kids are going to urban, charter schools but 
kindergarteners are coming back 

 
SAN JOSE, CA – March 25: Rocketship Fuerza Community Prep 2nd graders study in 
their class on March 25, 2022, in San Jose, Calif. (Dai Sugano/Bay Area News Group) 
By DAVID DOWNEY | ddowney@scng.com, ROXANA 
KOPETMAN | rkopetman@scng.com, ANDRE 
MOUCHARD | amouchard@scng.com, LINH TAT | ltat@scng.com, KRISTY 
HUTCHINGS | khutchings@scng.com and LISA JACOBS | lisa.jacobs@TBRnews.com | 
The Press-Enterprise 
PUBLISHED: April 11, 2022 at 11:16 a.m. | UPDATED: April 11, 2022 at 8:37 p.m. 
Enrollment in California public schools dropped to its lowest level in more than 20 
years, and local districts are faced with tough decisions about how to deal with the 
declines. 

The pandemic and rising housing prices were blamed for much of the drop in the 
numbers released by the state Monday, April 11. 
But few administrators seemed shocked by the numbers because they followed 
trends from the past several years; districts have prepared for what they’re seeing. 

“We continue to graduate more students than enroll in kindergarten each year,” 
James Evans, a principal on special assignment in the Temecula Valley Unified 
School District, wrote in an email. 

https://www.ocregister.com/author/david-downey/
mailto:ddowney@scng.com
https://www.ocregister.com/author/roxana-kopetman/
https://www.ocregister.com/author/roxana-kopetman/
mailto:rkopetman@scng.com
https://www.ocregister.com/author/andre-mouchard/
https://www.ocregister.com/author/andre-mouchard/
mailto:amouchard@scng.com
https://www.ocregister.com/author/linh-tat/
mailto:ltat@scng.com
https://www.ocregister.com/author/kristy-hutchings/
https://www.ocregister.com/author/kristy-hutchings/
mailto:khutchings@scng.com
https://www.ocregister.com/author/lisa-jacobs/
mailto:lisa.jacobs@TBRnews.com
https://www.ocregister.com/tag/coronavirus/
https://www.ocregister.com/2022/02/09/rent-soars-tenants-struggle-to-find-apartments-as-vacancy-hits-22-year-low/
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Ryan Burris, a spokesman for Capistrano Valley Unified School District, said Orange 
County’s largest district was not caught off-guard. 

“For us, it’s been more about looking ahead and putting a budget together that is 
responsible and we can plan accordingly. So we’re not jumping off the cliff one year,” 
Burris said. 

The state Department of Education’s new 2021-2022 school year data shows student 
enrollment dropped by 110,000 students, a 1.8% dip from last year, but less than the 
161,000 decrease the year before. 

L.A. County 

In Los Angeles, while enrollment had been on the decline long before the pandemic 
for the nation’s second-largest school district, the rate of loss has accelerated, 
dropping by nearly 48,600 students over the past two years. L.A. Unified’s overall 
enrollment this year is just over 548,300. 

There are nearly 10,000 fewer kindergartners in the district now as compared to two 
years ago. 

Also of particular note, the class of 2032, whose students were in kindergarten when 
the pandemic hit in 2020 and are now second graders, has seen its enrollment drop 
by more than 18,000 students (31%). The class of 2032 had 57,792 students two 
years ago; that number fell to 39,654 this year. 

Likewise, the class of 2023 – students who were in the ninth grade when the 
pandemic hit and are currently in grade 11 – lost more than 7,600 students, or 15% of 
its class, during this period. 

It’s unclear how much of the drop in enrollment is due to general declines in birth rates 
and families moving out of Los Angeles to more affordable communities, and how 
much of the loss was driven by the frustration some parents felt over the district’s 
distance learning program, delayed school reopenings and its handling of other 
pandemic-related matters. 

Veronica Arreguín, the district’s chief strategy officer, said in a statement that the 
district is developing a strategic plan to draw families back to L.A. Unified. 

“Enrollment changes seem to reflect the needs of families and students as a result of 
the pandemic, with 12th graders needing additional time to complete graduation 
requirements and an influx of kindergarten students who might have been enrolled 
last year in our exemplary kindergarten and transitional kindergarten programs,” she 
said. 

In Long Beach, enrollment rates have dropped for nearly seven years in a row. 
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Since the 2015-2016 academic year, Long Beach Unified School District has reported 
a 13% total loss in the student population, according to Department of Education data. 

LBUSD also reported decreases in every racial cohort excluding Native American 
students and students who have two or more racial identities. 

But a significant portion of the enrollment decline aligns with the outbreak of COVID-
19. Since the 2019-20 fall semester preceding the pandemic and the first quarantine, 
LBUSD’s enrollment rates have dropped by 6.15%. 

“We’re well aware of the continuing trend toward decreased enrollment statewide and 
in our local schools,” Chris Eftychiou, LBUSD’s public information director, said in an 
email Monday, April 11. 

Enrollment has also dropped in the smaller South Bay public school districts of Los 
Angeles County. Manhattan Beach Unified had a 10% drop since 2019-20; Redondo 
Beach Unified enrollment fell by 5% during the same period; Torrance Unified School 
District also saw a 5% drop. 

And, like LAUSD and the rest of California, the Torrance school district — the South 
Bay’s largest with more than 23,000 students — has experienced declining enrollment 
over the past three years, said spokesperson Tammy Khan in an email. 

TUSD is taking steps to reverse the downward trend, said Khan, including Spanish 
dual-language immersion programs and a partnership with a dual-enrollment 
partnership with a local community college. 

Orange County 

In Orange County – where public school enrollment has fallen 7.6% over the past five 
years – several of the biggest school districts have seen the number of kids in public 
school drop precipitously. At the county’s second-biggest district, Santa Ana Unified, 
enrollment is 16.9% less today than it was five years ago, and is off 5.3% over the 
past year. 

At Garden Grove Unified, enrollment is down 10.6% from five years ago and 3.8% 
from last year. At Capistrano Unified, the county’s biggest district, the drop was less 
severe; 6.8% over the past five years and less than 1% from a year ago. The one big 
district where enrollment has grown – Irvine Unified, where enrollment has grown 
4.2% over the past five years – also has seen its population grow as a result of land 
annexation. 

Orange County educators weren’t surprised to see the declining enrollment numbers. 
It’s been a trend more than a decade in the making. 
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“We have been planning on lower enrollment based on the trends we’ve seen,” said 
Burris, the spokesman for the Capistrano Unified School District, which saw its 
student population drop by 7.2 %, from 53,878 students in the 2015-16 year to 49,974 
this school year. 

Enrollment affects the amount of money school districts get from the state, so with 
significantly fewer students, districts like Capistrano Unified need to consider reducing 
staff and consolidating resources – including closing down campuses, Burris said. It 
could also impact how many students are in a classroom. Thanks to state and federal 
COVID-19 funds, many districts have been able to reduce that ratio – at least 
temporarily. 
But the pandemic also has exacerbated the public school flight in many districts. 

“COVID played a huge role in pushing that along faster,” Burris said. 

Many families – upset over state mandates and safety protocols like masks and 
vaccines – turned to home-schooling and some even left the state to avoid California’s 
regulations. 

It’s unclear when a COVID-19 state vaccine mandate for students will go into effect, 
but once it does, Burris said “it will impact our enrollment. We don’t know to what 
degree.” 
In Santa Ana Unified, where the Latino community was heavily affected by the 
pandemic, COVID-19 has not been a significant issue in the district’s enrollment 
decline, said spokesman Fermin Leal. 

Instead, the lead causes behind a drop in enrollment, he said, have been a declining 
birth rate and the high cost of living, particularly the high cost of housing. 
“We’re seeing people leaving our region because it’s become unaffordable,” Leal said. 

At its peak, during the 2002-03 school year, Santa Ana Unified had 60,973 students, 
according to a district report. Today, the district has 44,102 students. It’s Orange 
County’s second-largest district. 

Santa Ana Unified hopes to keep its newer lower student-to-teacher ratio but will 
possibly look to consolidate more elementary schools with middle schools, he said. In 
recent years, the district has closed several elementary campuses and created K-8 
schools. 

Riverside and San Bernardino counties 

Enrollment fell in each of the last two years at San Bernardino City Unified School 
District, one of the Inland Empire’s largest, from 53,037 students in 2019-20 to 51,013 
in 2021-22, state education data show. 

https://www.ocregister.com/2021/12/07/pandemic-once-closed-schools-now-its-financing-them/
https://www.ocregister.com/2021/12/07/pandemic-once-closed-schools-now-its-financing-them/
https://www.ocregister.com/2021/10/01/qa-what-californias-new-student-vaccine-mandate-means-for-your-child/
https://www.ocregister.com/2022/03/15/regions-home-prices-hit-another-record-high-in-february/
https://www.ocregister.com/2017/05/19/santa-ana-unified-creating-a-k-8-by-moving-elementary-school-upsetting-some-parents/
https://www.ocregister.com/2017/05/19/santa-ana-unified-creating-a-k-8-by-moving-elementary-school-upsetting-some-parents/
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District spokesperson Ginger Ontiveros said the patterns that are driving the decline 
statewide are in play in San Bernardino as well. 

A declining birth rate, for example, is leading fewer youngsters to enroll in elementary 
schools, Ontiveros said. 

“The pandemic put greater economic pressure on families,” she added, causing some 
to move out of the area. 

“The high cost of housing is driving people eastward and out of state,” she said. 

In another of the Inland area’s large public school systems, Corona-Norco Unified, 
enrollment fell from 52,557 in 2019-20 to 50,889 this year. 

Enrollment has been sliding for seven years “as families in the cities of Norco and 
Corona have matured and many students have aged out of our system,” said 
Superintendent Sam Buenrostro, in an emailed statement. 

However, Buenrostro said the pandemic has accelerated the slide. 

“We also know that parents are waiting longer in planning for children and having less 
children than before,” he wrote. 

Enrollment fell for the second year in a row at Temecula Valley Unified School District 
campuses, which serve a little more than 28,000 students — about 5% fewer than two 
years ago, state data show. 

“In a community like Temecula, higher home prices also bring in more families moving 
into their second or third house,” Evans, the Temecula Valley Unified principal, wrote. 
“Many of these families have older children that are aged out of the school system.” 

In the Redlands Unified School District, enrollment fell from 21,062 in 2019-20 to 
20,352 in 2020-21, state data show, then slid a little more this year to 20,162. 

District spokesperson Christine Stephens wrote in an email that since the beginning of 
the 2021-2022 school year enrollment has been “slowly climbing back to expected 
levels” in response to district initiatives. 

Staff writer Kayla Jimenez contributed to this article. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
CONTACT: Timothy Throne 
Community and Economic Development 
(714) 741-5144/timothyt@ggcity.org 
  
Timothy Hurlbut 
Franklin Loan Center 
(949) 231-0142 
 
Monday, April 11, 2022 
 
 

OPENINGS FOR FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYER  
VIRTUAL WORKSHOP SATURDAY 

 
 Openings are available for the City of Garden Grove’s First-Time Homebuyer 

Virtual Workshop on Saturday, April 16, 2022, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The 

workshop will introduce qualifying low-income families to the process of buying a 

home, including how to qualify for a home mortgage and information on financial 

assistance programs offered through the City. To sign up, visit ggcity.org/fthbp. 

Access instructions will be provided at the time of registration. 

 The City currently offers the CalHome loan, a 30-year deferred payment loan 

requiring no monthly payments, not exceeding $60,000, which accrues 3% simple 

annual interest for the life of the loan. The loan is designed to assist with covering 

the difference between a qualifying mortgage amount and the actual price of a 

single-family home for qualified low- and very low-income families.  

 The next First-Time Homebuyer Virtual Workshop will be held on Saturday, 

June 4, 2022, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

 For more information and to sign up, visit ggcity.org/fthbp, contact Timothy 

Throne at (714) 741-5144 or the Franklin Loan Center at (949) 231-0142.  

### 

      

https://ggcity.org/neighborhood-improvement/first-time-home-buyer-programs
https://ggcity.org/neighborhood-improvement/first-time-home-buyer-programs
https://www.ci.garden-grove.ca.us/mobileapp
https://www.facebook.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove
https://www.instagram.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://www.youtube.com/GardenGroveTV3
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/garden-grove/city-of-garden-grove/


 

 

 
 
 
CONTACT: Ana Pulido, PIO 
Community Relations/Garden Grove TV3 
(714) 741-5280/anap@ggcity.org 
 
 
Monday, April 11, 2022 
 
 

CITY SEEKING LOCAL COLLEGE GRADUATES FOR 
RECOGNITION EVENT 

 
The City of Garden Grove is seeking names and information from Garden 

Grove residents who are graduating this year with an undergraduate or post-

graduate academic degree from any college or university. Graduates who submit 

their information will be invited to the 2022 Garden Grove College Graduates’ 

Reception on Thursday, June 2, 2022, from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. The deadline to 

submit information is Friday, May 20, 2022, at ggcity.org/grads.   

Hosted by Garden Grove Mayor Steve Jones and the Garden Grove City 

Council, the private event recognizes residents for their outstanding achievement in 

higher education. All graduates will receive certificates of recognition, giveaways, 

and the chance to win cash and prizes. Graduates will also have the opportunity to 

network with key businesses and organizations in the community.  

The event would not be possible without the generous support of sponsors, 

including Phuc Long Coffee and Tea, Garden Grove Elks Lodge #1952, The Pink 

Door Salon, Garden Grove Shell #1, DTN.TECH, Garden Grove Police Association, 

Happiness is a Balloon, Signal Hill Petroleum, and Special Education Attorney, PC 

Tony Tai Nguyen.  

To view photos from previous receptions, visit the City’s Facebook 

@GardenGroveCityHall or search for #gardengrovegrads on Instagram.  

### 

      

https://ggcity.org/grads
https://www.phuclongusa.com/shop/
http://www.elks1952.org/
https://www.pinkdoorsalon.com/
https://www.pinkdoorsalon.com/
https://www.facebook.com/gardengroveshell/
http://promo.dtntech.com/
https://www.facebook.com/GardenGroveCityHall/photos/?ref=page_internal&tab=album
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/gardengrovegrads
https://www.ci.garden-grove.ca.us/mobileapp
https://www.facebook.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://twitter.com/CityGardenGrove
https://www.instagram.com/GardenGroveCityHall
https://www.youtube.com/GardenGroveTV3
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/garden-grove/city-of-garden-grove/


    
 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 

April 14, 2022 

 

 

 

1. Calendar of Events  

2. Agenda for the April 21, 2022 Planning Commission meeting.  

3. Minutes from the March 17, 2022 Planning Commission meeting. 

4. League of California Cities, “CalCities,” from April 8, 2022 to April 14, 2022  



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

    April 14, 2022 – May 30, 2022 
 
 

    
Thursday April 14 6:00 p.m. Parks, Recreation and Arts Commission Meeting 

     CANCELLED 
    

Thursday April 21 7:00 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting, CMC 
    

Friday  April 22  City Hall Closed – Regular Friday Closure 
    
Tuesday April 26 5:30 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

Closed Session, CMC 

Housing Authority, CMC 
Sanitary District Board, CMC 

Successor Agency Meeting, CMC 
City Council Meeting, CM 

    

Thursday  April 28  $2 Casual Dress Day 
    

Tursday May 3 6:00 p.m. Traffic Commission Meeting, CMC 
    
Thursday  May 5 7:00 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting, CMC 

    
Friday  May 6  City Hall Closed – Regular Friday Closure 

    
Tuesday  May 10 5:30 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 
Closed Session, CMC 
Successor Agency Meeting, CMC 

City Council Meeting, CMC 
    

Thursday May 12 9:00 a.m. Downtown Commission Meeting, CMC 
    
Tuesday May 17 5:30 p.m. Special Parks, Recreation and Arts Commission 

Meeting, CMC 
 

    
Thursday  May 19 7:00 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting, CMC 
    

Friday  May 20  City Hall Closed – Regular Friday Closure 
    

Tuesday May 24 5:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 

Closed Session, CMC 
Housing Authority, CMC 
Sanitary District Board, CMC 

Successor Agency Meeting, CMC 
City Council Meeting, CM 

    
Friday  May 30  City Hall Closed – Memorial Day 

    













 
 

Planning Commission -1-  March 17, 2022 

GARDEN GROVE PLANNING COMMISSION 
Community Meeting Center 

11300 Stanford Avenue, Garden Grove, CA  92840 
 

Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, March 17, 2022 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  7:01 p.m. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
 

Chair Ramirez 
Vice Chair Lindsay 
Commissioner Arestegui 

Commissioner Cunningham 
Commissioner Lehman 

Commissioner Perez 
Commissioner Soeffner 

 

Absent:  Cunningham, Lehman 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Vice Chair Lindsay. 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC – None. 

 
February 17, 2022 MINUTES:   

 

Action: Received and filed. 

 
Motion: Perez  Second: Lindsay 
 

 Ayes: (5) Arestegui, Lindsay, Perez, Ramirez, Soeffner  
Noes:  (0) None 

Absent: (2) Cunningham, Lehman 
 

STUDY SESSION – HOUSING LEGISLATION UPDATE:  Staff presented an overview of 
existing housing laws that include - Housing Element Law, Affirmatively Furthering 
Fair Housing, No Net Loss Law, Prohibition of Discrimination Related to Residential 

Development, Density Bonus Law, Laws Mandating Ministerial Approval of Housing 
Projects, Housing Accountability Act, and the Housing Crisis Act. Staff then reviewed 

Senate Bills 8, 9, 10, and 478, along with covering Assembly Bills 803, 215, 1398, 
1304, and 787. Amendments to the Density Bonus Law included Senate Bills 290 and 
728, along with Assembly Bills 571 and 634. Staff touched on Assembly Bills 491, 

602, 838, and 362. Other new Housing Legislation included Assembly Bills 345, 1174, 
721, 1043, 1029, 447, 1095, 1297, 948, 1466, and Senate Bills 60, 591, 7, 791 and 

263. 2022 Housing Bills include Senate Bills 897, 930, and 1466, and Assembly Bills 
2097, 2485, 2705, 2053, 2063, 2094 and 2179. 
 



 
 

Planning Commission -2-  March 17, 2022 

MATTERS FROM COMMISSIONERS:  Vice Chair Lindsay wished all a Happy St. 
Patrick’s Day, and Commissioner Soeffner asked fellow Commissioners and staff to 

keep the people of Ukraine in mind. 
 

MATTERS FROM STAFF: Staff gave a brief description of future agenda items. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  At 7:58 p.m. to the next Meeting of the Garden Grove Planning 

Commission on Thursday, April 7, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Meeting 
Center, 11300 Stanford Avenue, Garden Grove. 

 
 
 

__________________________ 
Judith Moore  

Recording Secretary 
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